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Christ Beside Me
 

Christ beside me. Christ before me. Christ behind me . . . 
— St Patrick’s Breastplate, 5th century, Ireland.  

L
ent is a time to recognize how our everyday lives and 
encounters are the grounds for spiritual and cultural 
transformation. This Lent we challenge ourselves with the 
provocative narrative of Mark’s gospel to transform our 

social bonds and comfort ourselves with Celtic spiritual practices.  
The gospel of  Mark 

traces the journey of  
Jesus as he stares down 
the powers of  evil, 
oppression, fear-based 
politics, insider myopia 
and religious indifference 
through his unlikely 
ascent to becoming the 
messiah no one expected 
he would be.  Through 
studying the Gospel of 
Mark, we come along 
beside Jesus in the pivotal 
scenes of his ministry as we also invite Christ to companion us in our social 
relationships for these 40 days and beyond. 

Each week, we will suggest a spiritual practice that honors the Celtic Chris-
tian philosophy of finding the sacred in the everyday and honoring all creation 
as the ground of our being. We offer ways to engage Lent through Sunday 
classes and a Tuesday night gathering that can be joined in person or online. 
On Sundays, we pray like St. Patrick and St. Brigid asking God to safeguard 
our hearts from cynicism, despair, ignorance and prejudice.  

Begin Lent with us on Ash Wednesday, February 14. Gather early at 5 pm 
around the fire pit to dedicate your Lenten resolutions and for ashes-on-the-
go or join us later at 7 pm for a short half-hour service of  readings, litanies, 
and imposition of  ashes.  

LENTEN SCHEDULE
 
Feb. 14 – Ash Wednesday 
The Fire Burns Brightly, The Ashes Fall Lightly 
5 pm: Fire Pit and ashes-to-go 
7 pm: Worship Service with the imposition of ashes 
 
Feb. 18 
The Enemy is Real 
Jesus’s temptation story: Mark 1
 
Feb. 25 – Lent 2 
Boundaries Redefined 
Jesus is schooled by a Syrophoenician woman: 
Mark 7 
 
March 4 – Lent 3  
Until the Time is Right 
Jesus keeps his identity secret: Mark 4
 
March 11 – Lent 4 
Outside In 
Jesus opens up to outsiders:  Mark 5 &10
 
March 18 – Lent 5 
Discipleship is death 
Save your life or lose it?: Mark 8
 
March 25 – Palm Sunday  
Dramatic retellings of the last events of Jesus’ 
ministry
 
March 29 – Maundy Thursday 
Communion and foot washing shared in parishes.
 
March 30 – Good Friday 
7 pm: Worship Service
 
April 1 – Easter Sunday 
Beside Ourselves 
“They got out as fast as they could, beside 
themselves, their heads swimming. Stunned, they 
said nothing to anyone.” Mark 16:8.  

611 Medlock Road 
Decatur, Georgia 30033 

A BELoVED CoMMUNiTy 

T
he UN Day parade at the International Community School (ICS) 
was exciting and moving!  Hundreds of Children representing 
more than 30 countries marched down Medlock Road to the beat 
of African drums. Many wore the colorful traditional dress of their 

countries of origin and proudly held up their nations’ flags. 
The ICS support team from our church formed its own cheering sec-

tion with an NDPC LOVES ICS poster in full view. Because of NDPC’s 
recently formed partnership with ICS, we were excited to offer our church’s 
support for this DeKalb County charter school and its mission of creating 
what Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. called “The Beloved Community.” The 
school’s mission is to instill respect for all people everywhere and provide 
an environment for intercultural understanding and academic excellence. 

We were there to cheer for the teachers and for those beautiful children 
and their parents. Many of the families are from our nearby refugee com-
munity. Our group included our special friends, Najwa Kamil and her 
daughter, Leene, who arrived with Anne Topple. Preschooler Leene was 
especially excited to watch her big brother, Ahmad, a 4th grader at ICS, 
marching with the children from Syria. 

We were a small group but just maybe a teacher, parent or child spot-
ted our poster, felt our presence, and knew that we were “standing up” for 
them. This is what community ministry means. 

– Submitted by Jean Are 
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Thanks for your Help!
We thank all of our friends who participated in 
the MLK workday at Memorial Drive Presby-
terian Church. Please continue to find ways to 
support the growth of this burgeoning ministry 
as it transitions into non-profit space. Learn 
more at memorialdriveministries.org.

Volunteer Love  
As I was doing volunteer work during the MLK 
Celebration at Memorial Drive Presbyterian Church, my task 
was mundane and I eavesdropped on the conversation around 
me, including an exchange among several young volunteers 
(four high school seniors and a college junior).The young 
people played music they liked, bragged, and worked up a 

storm. These young folks have clearly embraced 
the “Golden Rule” and treated each other with 
respect, humility, and grace. Their enthusiasm 
concerning their future was evident as they 
worked. The high schoolers talked of  college and 
becoming prosperous, while the “college man” 
offered advice. We were painting. Most of  the 
volunteers had never painted before and were in-
structed by Rick Neale and Bobbie Wrenn Banks. 

The young folks teased each other about their singing and one 
young lady asks what the fellow was singing about (music in 
another language); she was told that the guy was singing about 
Jesus and love. They really worked up a storm.

— Doug Clark

NDPC Report from 
Shalom international 
What does Partnership look like?
A recent visitor from NDPC who 
dropped off some snacks for our Shalom 
Children’s Ministry observed the music 
and singing of the Shalom Dance 
Group and Singing Group and sent a 
text saying, “So excited by the work you 
do and inspire others to do. You’re sav-
ing young lives.” It is true that Shalom is 
blessed to walk alongside young im-
migrants and refugees in their faith jour-
ney. It is also true that the ministry at 
Shalom could not happen without the 
support of church partners like North 
Decatur Presbyterian Church. This part-
nership began five years ago when I met 
Rev. David Lewicki at a pastors’ group 
meeting. With each year that passes, 
our relationship is strengthened: From 
volunteer work days, joint youth activi-
ties, and fundraising events, to regular 
participation in the Shalom Children’s 
Ministry and advisory council.

One of the proverbs among the Luba 
people from the Democratic Republic 

of Congo reminds me of the contribu-
tion that North Decatur Presbyterian has 
made to the growth of Shalom Interna-
tional Ministry. The proverb in Kiluba, a 
native Congolese language, says “Kisakila 
Bungi, uno wa mutupe, uno wa mwasa.” 
It means, “It is better to go hunting as 
many, rather than just one person. If 
one misses the target, others will eventu-
ally hit the target.” This Luba proverb 
reminds us that it takes many hands to 
grow God’s mission in the Clarkston 

community. Each person brings his or 
her contribution, and it is all done for 
the well-being of the community. As 
the Apostle Paul puts it, “in Christ we 
are one body with many members.” As 
I think about this proverb, this Bible 
verse, and about the future, I wonder at 
the beauty and spirit of the continuous 
unfolding of this partnership. We ap-
preciate your support, NDPC.

– Pastor Gad Mpoyo,  
Shalom International Ministry. 
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Upcoming Adult 
Education classes On the Way 

to Guatemala
Join us on Sunday mornings at 9:30 am, 
an hour before worship and discover ways 
to apply your faith to your life. Consider 
inviting friends to these unique offerings. 

February 2018 Classes
•	The	Gift	of	Years:	Spirituality 

and Sage-ing
•	Mindful	Communication
•	The	Wired	Word:	The	Bible	and	 

The NY Times – Breaking News and  
the Good News. 

March 2018 Classes
•	 Celtic	Spirituality
•	 Spirituality	of	Work	and	Career.
•	The	Wired	Word: The Bible and  

The NY Times – Breaking News and  
the Good News. 

April 2018 Classes
•	 Spiritual	Lives	of 	Children
•	 Creation	Care
•	 The	Wired	Word:	The	Bible	and	 

The NY Times – Breaking News and  
the Good News. 

Special class
Save the date and invite a friend for a 
special evening course, facilitated by Rev. 
David Lewicki which will be open to the 
wider community on Sundays, 6-8 pm, 
Feb. 25 to March 25.

Christianity and Capitalism
An “invisible hand” guides and shapes 
American life. But take a close look at the 
hand. Whose is it: God’s… or capital-
ism’s? This course will provide a space for 
participants of all ages, ideologies, and 
backgrounds, to engage significant ques-
tions about the intersection of Christian 
theology and the American economy. We 
will explore ideas about freedom, justice, 
opportunity, and equality. We will inter-
rogate our idolatries, listen, learn, and share 
our truth, and try to grow in our love for 
one another. 

Global Missions and Children, youth and Family are teaming up to offer our 
church’s first intergenerational mission trip to Guatemala this summer. This is 
a shift in how we have approached mission trips in the past. Why the new ap-
proach? Research and church knowledge exchanges have proven that intergen-
erational mission trips can be much more impactful to all participants. Bringing 
together people of differing experiences and faith maturities enhances the 
ability to serve the local community, the youth energize adults and the mutual 
relationships that emerge build a stronger, more connected congregation. 
 
Where: Casa Materna in Cahabon, Guatemala
When: July 5-14
Cost: $2,200 
 
The Goals and purpose of the trip are: 
•	To	learn	more	about	CEDEPCA	and	Casa	Materna’s	work;
•	To	participate	in	a	meaningful	project	to	strengthen	the	Casa’s	services;
•	To	understand	a	different	culture,	women’s	issues,	global	citizenship	and	

immigration root causes
•	To	build	intergenerational	relationships	at	NDPC	and	deepen	faith	

explorations
 

 The trip will be intergenerational, but youth-focused. There are current-
ly five youth and three chaperones registered. There are two spots available 
for additional NDPC members on a first-come, first-serve basis. If you are 
interested, please email Genia Cayce at gtcayce@gmail.com.
 Meaningful relationships between people of  various generations can serve 
to break down generation gaps, can alleviate ageism and can enable youth 
to see themselves as part of  the  church rather than youth group members 
only.  Join us as we make this transition to offer NDPC members a more 
meaningful way to participate in global mission trips!

Slots still open for 
this intergenerational 
mission adventure


