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God Is Calling Us to New Places 

Our Vision Poem 
God gathered a community of the faithful 

From the neighborhood 

And planted a church at the intersection of life and faith. 

Inspired by the worship of God, 

Rooted in Christian Education, 

Shaped by reaching out in ministry and mission, 

We followed God’s lead to form a church 

 

− a Sanctuary where we praise God in wonder, awe and love, 

− a home where we are nurtured by the word, 

− a haven where music lifts our souls and renews our spirits, 

− a safe space for all God’s children to learn, to question and to grow 

− a place to rest, to be comforted, and to celebrate 

− a community striving to discern and respond to God’s call for our lives. 

 

God calls us 

− to welcome all who would join our journey of faith and service, 

− to keep the promises we make at baptism, 

− to share our blessings in joyful communion, 

− to reach out to those among us and to those we do not know, 

− to be unafraid to go to risky places in love, with hope, 

− to witness to the love of Christ by serving our neighbors in need, 

− to work for justice and be peacemakers in a chaotic world. 

 

God is calling us to new places in faith and mission, 

And to ministries not yet imagined. 

 

We seek to follow Jesus Christ, Empowered by the Holy Spirit, 

Emboldened by the love of God. 
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NDPC Church Staff 

David T. Lewicki, Co-Pastor; Beth C. Waltemath, Co-Pastor  
Clinton P. Miller, Director of Music; Amanda Osenga, Director of Children, Youth and Family Ministries  
Mary Anona Stoops, Pastor for Adult Formation; Zak Fletcher and Paige Maconchie Seminary Interns 

Meghan Vesel, Operations Coordinator; Iyabo Onipede, Ministry Coordinator  
Zaria Dyer, Nursery Caregiver; Zik Da, Extended Care Staff  

Javier Sanchez, Custodian 

                                        *** 
611 Medlock Road, Decatur GA 30033  www.ndpc.org   
ph: 404-636-1429 fx: 404-636-6605 
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Annual Report 2017 

January 28, 2018 
 

On Sunday, August 13th, 2017, we gathered in the Fellowship Hall for a "Grand 
Re-Opening" celebration. We laughed and ate and enjoyed the loveliness of the 
room and the company. In 2017, NDPC's signature accomplishment was a reno-
vation project that re-modeled our main gathering space, installed a new heating 
and air conditioning system, and put a new roof on the Fellowship Hall. The reno-
vation is beautiful, functional, and energy-efficient--an embodiment of our com-
munity's values. In a time when neighboring churches are becoming condos, 
NDPC is thriving. 

 

We are also in a season of exploring the nuances of the timeless holy rhythm of 
"going out/coming in." Like the rhythm of our breath, the Spirit of God sends us 
out, then calls us in. Out, to the unfamiliar: to Clarkston, to Haiti, to our neighbor, 
to greet a new baby, to the Pride Parade, to work, to discover new spiritual prac-
tices. In, to the familiar: to worship in the Sanctuary, to parish meals, to solitary 
prayer, to the company of soul friends, to rest, to a warm Fellowship Hall.  

 

Our church, this world, this life, and this rhythm are from and for God:  

"The Lord will keep 
    your going out and your coming in 
    from this time on and forevermore." (Ps. 121:8) 

Grace and peace, 

Beth and David 
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Finance Committee 

The 2017 numbers are not final as of this report. According to the information currently availa-
ble, NDPC will end the year with pledge receipts 0.9% above budget and non-pledge receipts 
23.5% below budget. Combined revenue is $11,361 (1.7%) below the 2017 budget. 

Overall, our expenses have come in under our budgeted revenues by 2.1%, reflecting spending 
of $14,147 below the 2017 budget. As the December financial reports are not final at this time, 
we anticipate ending the year with no budget surplus. 

For 2018, the budgeted Revenues have increased by 2.3% to $691,819. Budgeted benevolences 
have decreased slightly as a percentage of the total budget, from 10.9% to 10.7%. 

Many thanks to the 2017 finance committee: David Evans, Anna Kershaw, Jack Kittle, Annie 

Godfrey, Susan Constantine, Roberta Goldbaugh, Wendy Cromwell, Rick Neale, and Sallie Ow-

ens. 

S T E W A R D S H I P  C O U N C I L  
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Communications Committee 
 
The Communications committee inherited an extensive Communications Plan that is big 
picture and broad in scale. To support execution of the Communications Plan, the 
committee created a resource list to serve as a reference guide with day-to-day needs. 

The year also began with the goal to re-work the NDPC website. We sought feedback from 
a group of users and ended up doing a revision that is currently underway with our vendor, 
Brandshake.  This is considered an interim measure as the committee expects a major re-
work in 2-3 years. 

With some turnover on the church staff, the committee continues to focus on defining 
what role staff will play in communications going forward. 

In 2018, the committee will continue to focus on  staffing and volunteer roles, building our 
photo library, and creating signage in and outside of the church. Also, the committee will 
continue to endeavor to be faithful to the feedback from our strategic planning exercise, in 
particular avoiding volunteer burnout. 

 
Charles Bonner, Chair 

 

Personnel Committee  
 
NDPC has  been very fortunate to have our permanent staff stay in place for another year 
with their wonderful energy and enthusiasm.  However, we were sad to have Maria Badre 
retire at the end of December. We added a part-time Ministry Coordinator (Iyabo Onipede) 
in July and hired a part-time Operations Coordinator (Meghan Vesel) to replace Maria. In 
other items: 

Co-pastors David and Beth received high marks for their engaging worship services, efforts 

to build a stronger leadership team, stewardship process and work in community ministry. 

Their goals for 2018 are to provide greater support for staff and facilitating a more cohesive 

team, to work manageable hours and focus on the right areas so that they and the church 

are nourished, to work with a new committee to create a system and ethos of using one’s 

spiritual gifts and being a part of a ministry team, and to improve the system for pastoral 

care to ensure that David or Beth contacts congregation members who are in need of care. 

A D M I N I S T R A T I V E  C O U N C I L  
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A D M I N I S T R A T I V E  C O U N C I L  

The congregation voted to increase the co-pastor’s hours by eight hours per week 

starting July 2017. This increase will be evaluated after 18 months to determine if it 

should be continued. The committee assisted with the hiring of the Ministry 

Coordinator and the Operations Coordinator. 

The committee approved staff raises of 2 percent to begin February 1, 2018. 

Annie Godfrey, Chair 

     

Leader Support 
 
 As  a new position on the Session beginning in 2017, Leader Support is tasked with 
“looking at the overall structure of the church and how well it functions,…suggesting 
policies, systems and procedures to support the staff and lay leadership in their 
ministries. Toward that end, Leadership Support met quarterly with the chairpersons of 
the Session committees to identify needs, develop plans to address needs, and offer 
support through the group or individual consultation. 
   
 A significant effort was made in the spring and summer in the area of member 
engagement, beginning with creating a map of volunteers specifically to determine how 
many and where members may be volunteering in the church’s programs.  Following this 
was the revision of the Time and Talent form for 2018 along with descriptions of the 
current work of each ministry team, in an effort to better inform members of the 
opportunities for service.  We hope not only to increase the number of people 
volunteering, but also to encourage members to become more engaged in satisfying 
service to the church and to enhance our sense of belonging to this community. 
    
Leader Support has also made an effort to support committee chairs in both helping to 
develop skills for leading groups doing ministry and for developing relationships within 
those groups.  Another goal is to help Elders experience themselves as spiritual leaders 
and within the congregation.  To support enhancing fellowship within the Session, this 
group looks forward to a party honoring our out-going class of 2017 as well as our seven 
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We owe a special debt of gratitude to NDPC’s staff: Maria Badre printed and collated tons of 
material and provided mailing supplies and labels. Iyabo Onipede sent out the emails, 
published the promotional material in the Communicator, and implemented the web 
components. We are grateful as well to Pastors David and Beth for their leadership, insights 
and their ongoing encouragement. 

Numbers  

 We have received 152 pledges, totaling $616,275. 

 To meet the budget goal we needed $637,311, a difference of $21,036. We have achieved 
97% of the goal. 

 Last year we received 158 pledges totaling $602,795. Although we have 6 fewer givers, 
our total pledges are UP by $13,480. Our average pledge, therefore, has increased: $4,054 
compared to $3815, an increase of $239 per giver. We should note that our annual giving 
campaign was preceded by a two-phase capital campaign. This is a very generous 
congregation. 

Time and Talent 

I do not yet have data on the number of responses or the availability of talent (of which we 
have plenty) for the ministries of the church. We do, however, need to create an easier-to-
use web interface. 

Stewardship education 

Historically, NDPC’s annual appeals have often been colored by an uneasiness about asking 
people to give. Our effort this year has been to direct our focus toward the impact of our 
ministry and to begin cultivating generosity as the primary driver for giving. We hope our 
people can practice giving as a response to the abundance with which we are blessed and a 
celebratory expression of our faith in God. 

Rick Neale, Chair 

 

 

 

 

S T E W A R D S H I P  C O U N C I L  
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S T E W A R D S H I P  C O U N C I L  

Stewardship  Committee 

Our Stewardship Team completed the 2018 annual giving campaign on January 19, 2018. 

Purpose 

We titled the campaign “Joyful Generosity: Powering the Ministry of NDPC” in an effort to 

Celebrate the great things God is doing through NDPC; 

Affirm the generosity of the people of NDPC; 

Elicit a faithful response. 

Our intent was to provide more focus on impact than on achieving a particular monetary 
goal. We sought to cultivate in the congregation an understanding that giving is an 
expression of gratitude and faith, and that it is a powerful way to participate in the impact of 
NDPC’s ministry.  

The entire concept is grounded in the limitless generosity of God: “Whoever sows bountifully 
will also reap bountifully. … God is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance, so 
that by always having enough of everything, you may share abundantly in every good 
work.” (2 Corinthians 9:6,8) 

Plan 

The team was assembled later than it should have been. Our first meeting was September 
24th. Kickoff was October 8th. The proposed wrap-up was to have been part of the Oct 29th 
NDPC Birthday celebration, but that would not have given enough time for an effective 
appeal. We asked for an extension to Nov 19th, which enabled us to tie in the wrap-up with 
the theme of Thanksgiving.  

We took advantage of the widest variety of communication media available to us: printed 
giving packets mailed to every giver; direct emails; weekly “minutes for mission” in which 
people spoke personally about the impact of our giving; resources published on our website; 
posters throughout the church; info packets and pledge cards in public areas; social media; 
and telephone calls.  

People 

Our team was comprised of Laurie Carter, Anthony Scalese, Larry Mosley, Jack Kittle, Sallie 
Owens, Jill Jacques, Zak Fletcher, and Rick Neale. Kathryn Sandifer provided a re-designed 
Time and Talents checklist and names of willing helpers. Members of the Knit Wits helped 
prepare the mailing of the printed packets.  
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newly installed elders.  We are also discussing a possible retreat for the summer. 
  
Currently, Leader Support is focusing on the system as a whole, specifically on issues of 
communication, decision-making and support. We are trying to understand where in our 
system communication tends to break down, how decisions are made and implemented 
and what kinds of additional support may be needed.  Going forward, we will be 
considering whether changes in our policies and procedures will enhance the functioning of 
this complex system.  
 

Kathryn H. Sandifer, Chair 
 

Property Committee 
 
The  Property committee  commissioned Arborguard to conduct complete inventory and 
assessment of health of our tree canopy for the main campus and adjacent properties 
(Wynn & Blackmon Houses). They removed 5 trees deemed in most dire state of health 
including the large Water Oak on the playground.  We also installed new carpeting in the 
Large (Adult) Classroom, and removed and replaced with new copper flange on both sides 
of the roof crown (including side wings) of the Sanctuary building.     
 
In collaboration with Creation Care and Memorial Garden Oversight committees, the 
committee cleaned and refreshed the Memorial Garden including installation of new 
concrete planters.  Thanks and kudos to Diane Wilkes for leading this effort.  Additional 
landscaping was installed outside the Fellowship Hall entrance and major pruning and 
clearing of the Memorial Garden was performed. 
 

Bob Way, Chair 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A D M I N I S T R A T I V E  C O U N C I L  
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Community Fellowship and Special Events Committee  
 
The Community Fellowship Committee endeavors to foster congeniality and 
camaraderie.  For 2017,  this was facilitated in various ways.  For example, we 
sponsored weekly coffee hour between Sunday school and worship and summer 
reception/refreshments.  (We also ensure that the kitchen is kept tidy and the 
necessary inventory of paper products, coffee, etc. is on hand. )  Seasonally, we hosted 
Fun on the Farm, back-to-school kick-off, the Church birthday in October, Advent 
Festival, Christmas decorating and party, Parish gatherings, Salt Shakers dinners, 
Maundy Thursday dinners, and the end of school celebration.   Annually we supported 
the Church-wide retreat and Men’s and Women’s retreats. 

Other events under this broad umbrella included special occasions (celebrating the 
completion of the kitchen and fellowship hall renovations), SAGES, Thirsty Thursdays 
(for women), KnitWits, and book club.  Many of these activities do not require “hands 
on” participation by this committee, but coordination, publicity, material support is 
frequently requested. 

The renovation of the kitchen and fellowship hall this year presented special 
challenges, but we discovered that this also presented opportunities for us to think 
“outside the box” as we maintained our traditions, but in different ways. 

For 2018 the  committee is currently investigating the possibility of a church-wide 
retreat at the Wild Goose spiritual retreat held in North Carolina in July. 

 

Holly Williams, Chair 

 

Congregational Care Committee 
 
In 2017, the Congregational Care committee worked with staff to develop more formal 
procedures for processing and keeping track of 
pastoral care and congregational concerns/celebrations. We have completed one full 
year with these new procedures in place and believe there have been great 
improvements in communication and tracking how we care for our congregation.  
 

COMMUNITY LIFE COUNCIL 
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Great appreciation goes to those who participated in the work of this committee: 

Claudia Brogan, Janice Butt, Ellyn Cochran, Susan Diffenderfer, Elise Ledbetter, Ellen Gadber-
ry, Cindy Hays, Alice Hickcox, Cheryl Parlato, Marie Schoeneberg, Carol Tveit 

          

Martha Shepherd, Chair 

W O R S H I P  C O U N C I L  
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Worship Committee 
 
The Worship Committee’s work is to facilitate and enhance the congregation’s worship of 
God.  The Committee’s regular activities include scheduling ushers, liturgists and acolytes, 
and coordinating Communion servers, Word in Worship leaders, and flower donations.  Each 
week, we recruit about 15 volunteers to assist with Sunday worship.  Members of the 
committee worked diligently to perform their responsibilities with the assistance of staff 
personnel, David Lewicki, Clint Miller and Amanda Osenga. 

 

Highlights of the Committee’s activities in 2017 included: 

 Recruited and organized head ushers and ushers for both 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 
services and special services throughout the year. 

 Recruited liturgists and Word in Worship leaders for 11:00 a.m. services. 

 Coordinated Communion stewards for both 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. services throughout 
the year. 

 Coordinated Communion servers for monthly Communion at 11:00 a.m. service and for 
special occasions. 

 Organized, trained and coordinated acolytes. 

 Decorated sanctuary for Advent, Christmas, Lent, Easter, Pentecost and World 
Communion Sunday. 

 Participated in organizing special services particularly during Lent and Advent. 

 Secured volunteers to provide flowers for Sunday morning worship. 

 Encouraged variety in worship through services led by youth and lay leaders. 

 Sponsored an offering initiative-It’s Worth the Effort-to encourage the congregation to 
place an offering of money or a dedication to service in the offering plate each week.  
This loose change offering was donated to the church’s mission work. 

 Appointed a preaching evaluation focus group to listen to and observe the minister’s 
sermons and to participate in a focus group discussion.  This group provided insightful 
feedback for the minister and the committee as we strive to enhance the worship 
experience by providing outstanding preaching. 

W O R S H I P  C O U N C I L  
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The meal team provided 39 meals to congregants recovering from surgeries and storm 
damage. Transportation volunteers offered 47 rides to church, the Knit Wits knitted 77 
shawls and prayer squares and the Visitation Team visited homebound members roughly 
75 times over the course of the year. We also coordinated a congregation wide valentine 
card writing initiative which provided hundreds of valentine messages to 29 college 
students and home bound members.  
 

 Pam Joyce, Chair 

Evangelism Committee 
 
The Evangelism Committee strives to offer a warm welcome to all. We are committed to 
helping the congregation at NDPC grow through engaging visitors and new members.   
  
In 2017, the committee assisted our pastors in hosting Inquirer’s Classes throughout the 
year to offer visitors an opportunity to ask questions and learn more about the life of the 
church. Members of the committee introduced new members to the congregation during 
worship at New Member Sundays throughout the year.  
  
The committee coordinates with the Knit Wits to provide new members with a knitted 
prayer square which offers a lovely and tangible welcome. 
  
The committee matches up new members with a seasoned church “sponsors” to help 
them integrate more fully into the church family. The committee also ensures that new 
members are connected with their parishes. 
 
The committee maintains the new member bulletin board outside of the church office 
which is updated regularly and provides a space to learn about the newest members of our 
church family.   
  
Additionally, Barbara Allen interviews new members and writes up a short introduction 
that is included in In Touch. 
  
The committee greets members and visitors before worship and Sunday School and 
maintains a calendar of greeters.  

COMMUNITY LIFE COUNCIL 
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 The committee follows up with visitors via email or a card in the mail when they’ve left 
their contact information on the welcome pad.  
  
The committee maintains the pews, keeps brochures stocked and pencils sharpened.  We 
also collect the welcome pads after every service, which provide information for our 
pastors to reach out to visitors.  
  
In 2017, the committee hosted a new member event at a church members’ home in 
Decatur and everyone reported having a lovely time of friendship and fellowship.   
  
Many thanks to the dedicated and faithful members of the Evangelism Committee who do 
so much to make NDPC the welcoming place that it is: Barbara Allen, Jan Cribbs, Cindy 
Hays, Andrew Hill, Marie Hodgman-Schoeneberg, Liz Monyelle, Thom Shreck, Sherrill 
Terry, Cile Vardeman (former), Glenda Clay, Elise Ledbetter, Virginia Legener and Ginnie 
Stevens 
 

Heidi Gleason, Chair 
 

Parish Committee 
 
The Parish Ministry mission is to “provide administrative leadership and support for the 
neighborhood parishes by working closely with the office staff, facilitators, and the 
Evangelism Committee to assimilate new members.  Seek and support leadership for the 
parishes, provide resources for gatherings, and suggest activities for service, fellowship, 
and small group worship, and to monitor parish activity and continue to provide a 
communication infrastructure.”   

The ministry goals for 2017 were to: 

Goal 1 - Establish a schedule for Parish gatherings 

Goal 2 - Update the Parish Map 

Goal 3 - Continue to assimilate new members into parishes 

Goal 4 - Encourage service, care, and worship within each parish as well as continuing 
fellowship by collaborating with Community Fellowship, Community Ministry, Community 
Care and NDPC staff. 

COMMUNITY LIFE COUNCIL 
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 Campaign Against Torture 

 Just Bakery 

 Advocate for World Peace 

 WAND (Women for Action in New Directions). An organization working to end nu-
clear weapons and nuclear power, build community leadership and advocate for 
better environmental and physical health for communities affected by nuclear 
power and/or building of nuclear weapons. 

 Peace Ambassador Scholarships (given to Koinonia Peace Camp for Shalom teens).  
The Peace and Global Justice Offering was shared with Community Ministry and 
Global Missions Committees. The Peace and Justice portion of this important 
offering went to the International Rescue Committee and Friends of Refugees, a 
newly created program offered especially to mothers and children in the Clarkston 
refugee community. 

 
Janice Butt facilitates the Peace Advocate/Action Alert Email Chain for approximately 70 peo-
ple who have an interest in being informed about pending legislation in the Georgia State 
Legislature and in the U.S. Congress. Bills associated with voting rights, education, healthcare, 
housing, environmental issues, immigration, defense spending and public safety are those of 
greatest concern to people of faith during this time of polarization, marginalization, income 
inequality, environmental degradation and fear. We are strengthened by a vision of the world 
as God intends it to be. We are called to be a source of hope and purpose during these days 
of challenge and change. 
 
Janice Butt also graciously donated money, in memory of her mother, for the work of the 
Peace & Justice Committee. That money was used to support the Memorial Drive Ministries, 
Presbyterians For a Better Georgia and El Refugio book ministry. 
 
Thanks to P & J Committee Members: Kathleen Allen, Janice Butt, Susan Diffenderfer, Kent 
Leslie, Audra Grace, Anna Kershaw, Thom Schreck, Elizabeth Monyelle, Deedee Murphy, Elise 
Ledbetter, Jean Wright, Jesse Bowen, Susan Fraysee and Andrew Godfrey Kittle. 
 

Carol Tveit, Chair 

C A R O C A R C E R N S  C O U N T I L  

MISSION AND SOCIAL CONCERNS COUNCIL 
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Peace and Justice Committee 
 
In 2017, the Peace and Justice Committee supported the mission of NDPC by advocating for 
justice and peace with a focus on policies that support safer communities, healthier 
communities, support for marginalized communities, educational opportunities for 
peacemaking, a nuclear free world and empowerment for social change through leadership 
training and enrichment. 

Safer Communities: 

 Memorial for Victims of Gun Violence in Georgia. A ribbon with names of Georgia victims 
of gun violence are created once a month to be hung on the memorial outside the church 
sanctuary.  

 During worship the third Sunday of each month the names of victims of gun violence are 
read. Following worship members of the congregation hang ribbons on the memorial. 

 Advocated and supported gun laws protecting citizens from gun violence through 
support of Georgians for Gun Safety and lobbying against Campus Carry (authorizing 
carrying guns on campuses of public colleges and universities). 

  Men Stopping Violence 
 Street Grace and attended informational meetings addressing human sex trafficking in 

the metropolitan area. Advocated for legislation that would prosecute pimps and provide 
rehabilitative services to victims. 

 NAMI (National Alliance on Mental Illness) 
 ABLE (Atlantans Building Leadership for Empowerment) 
 Advocated for Systemic Change in Georgia State Government: 
 Presbyterians for a Better Georgia: with other Presbyterian churches we lobby for: 
 affordable housing, the homeless, affordable and accessible healthcare, education, an 
 end to the death penalty and equal opportunity for all people. 
 Advocated for Human Rights: 

  LGBTQ youth homeless shelter 
  Southern Center for Human Rights 
  Interfaith Children’s Movement 
  International Rescue Committee 
  Friends of Refugees 
  El Refugio book ministry 
  Atlanta PRIDE event 
  Atlanta  New Sanctuary Movement 

MISSION AND SOCIAL CONCERNS COUNCIL 
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Along with the pastors, the Parish ministry decided on  a schedule of three structured and 
one unstructured gatherings per year.  Two gatherings were celebrations of the liturgical 
year, Epiphany and Maundy Thursday, held in the parish homes. In addition, one gathering, 
Sit-with-your Parish, is tied to a congregational gathering at the church, either the 
commencement of the Christian education year in September or the church birthday in 
October.  The unstructured gathering was a Summer Sabbath fellowship opportunity  
scheduled by the individual parishes. 

The Parish Map was updated with the 12 parishes outlined and each parish member 
identified.  Updating of the map with new members will be ongoing and the map published 
periodically now that the GPS database is complete. Many thanks to Jack Kittle for his work 
on this project. 

New members were identified and assigned to parishes where they were welcomed and 
invited to parish gatherings. 

The new schedule will encourage more home worship, especially on Maundy Thursday. The 
next step is to help facilitators become more strategic and comfortable in planning prayer or 
worship at gatherings, sharing of concerns and celebrations within the parish population, and 
initiating service opportunities. 

Below are several additional highlights of 2017:  

 Each parish has a facilitator. 

 Two hundred NDPC members participated in 12 parish Maundy Thursday home parish 
gatherings. 

 Two-thirds of the parishes met on Epiphany week-end January 2018. 

 One parish, South Peachtree Creek, participated in service by serving at Hagar’s House. 
Each parish is scheduled for service and hospitality by preparing and hosting the Sunday 
Fellowship time. 

The Sit-with-your-Parish gathering at the church birthday was well attended and structured 
to provide extended fellowship time together for each Parish. The event was fully contained 
in the renovated Fellowship Hall. 

  

 Mary Nevil, Chair 
 

COMMUNITY LIFE COUNCIL 
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EDUCATION COUNCIL 

Adult Education Committee 
 
The Adult Education committee continues to encourage the spiritual formation of adults and 
to cultivate an ethos of spiritual growth within the NDPC Community through Sunday morning 
classes, Saturday workshops, and evening opportunities. 

The first half of 2017 (‘Spring Semester’) was united by the academic-year theme of ‘Who is 
Jesus and Why does Jesus Matter?’ (Matt. 16:15), which was shared across both Adult and 
Children’s Education. Spring classes included: 

Reading Sacred Texts: The Qur’an and the Bible (facilitated by Anne Sayre and the Atlantic 
Institute) 
Welcoming the Stranger: A Faithful Response to Syria and Beyond (taught by Dee Dee 
Murphy) 
Advocacy as Spiritual Practice (facilitated by David Lewicki, ABLE, and Pres. for a Better 
Georgia) 
Reinhold Niebuhr: A Theologian for Yesterday and Today (taught by Joe Sandifer) 
Yoga and Meditation (taught by Lisa Whittle) 
Spiritual Practice of Dying (taught by Mary Anona Stoops) 
Medieval Women Mystics (taught by Beverly Markham) 
The Wired Word (facilitated by Bob Way, Jen Ayres, and Ginny Bowen) 
2 Inquirer’s Classes (taught by David Lewicki and the Evangelism Committee) 

The 2016-2017 academic year concluded with a ‘capstone’ lecture by Associate Professor 
Susan Hylen, a New Testament scholar from the Candler School at Emory University. She 
spoke to an audience of nearly 50 adults about ‘the many facets of Jesus’—using John 10 
(Jesus as shepherd and gate) as a guiding passage. 

Developing classes that are both of interest to NDPC members and that serve to deepen their 
connections with God and one another is a year-round task for the Adult Education 
committee. In 2017, the committee brainstormed nearly 40 classes for review by adult 
learners. During Maymester, learners had an opportunity to provide feedback and ‘vote’ on 
classes of interest, 20 of which were further developed by the committee in preparation for 
the 2017-2018 year.  

The second half of 2017 (‘Fall Semester’) was united by the theme of ‘The Household of 
God’ (Ephesians 2:19), which focuses on our individual and communal identities as Christians. 
Fall classes included: 

17 
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of service hours  to settle them into life in the U.S. 
 Organized One Great Hour of Sharing presentation during worship in April—raised over 

$4,000 for PCUSA global relief programs. 
 Organized second Annual Haiti Book Drive and supervised youth leadership for the sale of 

over $800 in books.  
 Raised almost $2,000 in Peacemaking Offering for Friends of Refugees and International 

Rescue Mission. 
 Directed over $1,000 in Change for Change offering to assist with Puerto Rico hurricane 

disaster relief. 
 Alternative gift market on December 2nd had over 26 organizations represented and 

generated income of over $26,000. 
 
Strengthened partnerships:  
 Capital campaign funds supported important projects at  Casa Materna in Guatemala 

 The completion of the kitchen and dining area. 
 A birth control program allowing women to get long-term IUDs to prevent 

unwanted pregnancies. 
 Rev. Anne Sayre led a group of women from North Decatur and other area churches to 

Guatemala under the guidance of our mission partner, CEDEPCA. 
 Members of the Atlanta Church Group traveled to Haiti in April to work with the local 

partner MPP to affirm our partnership and set budget sustainability targets for income 
generation and school size.  

 NDPC children participated in a collaborative art project with the Haiti Ecovillage 
School. 

 Collaborated with the Atlanta Church Group to host, Flavors of Haiti in May, and the 
event surpassed its fundraising goal. 

 Continued support for Jan Heckler and the rollout of the EBMI project to reach the 
3,600 teachers and administrators of PCUSA’s partner church, the Church of Jesus 
Christ in Madagascar. 

 NDPC capital campaign funds were directed towards transformation of the School in 
Ambatondrazaka into a new theological college in Madagascar.   

 
Genia Cayce, Chair 
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Sponsorship Program and hope the family will arrive in mid-December. 
 
Thank you committee members:  Susan Cornutt, Nancy Gathany, Anne Hendry, Beverly 
Markham, Paul Osborne, Cheryl Parlato, Dee Raeside, Jason Schoeneberg and Charlotte 
Stone-Black. 

 
Martha Osborne, Chair 

Global Mission Committee 
 
The Global Mission Committee focuses on four areas: 
Guatemala – support PCUSA partner CEDEPCA and Casa Materna birthing center 
Haiti – lead the development project of The Community School of the Eco Villages of  
Colladere, Haiti in partnership with the Atlanta Church Group – NDPC, Emory Presbyterian, 
and Good Shepherd Presbyterian – and PC-USA partner MPP, the Peasant Movement of 
Papaye, in Haiti 
Israel/Palestine – participate in Joining Hands for Justice in Israel/Palestine (JHJIP) and 
support PCUSA mission worker Kate Tabor 
Madagascar – support PCUSA mission worker Jan Heckler and her work with The Church of 
Jesus Christ 
 
In 2017, our efforts supported these areas as follows: 
 
Educated congregation about mission areas during Sunday School and Worship 
 Led Welcoming the Stranger Sunday School class which explored the history of the 

Syrian civil war, it’s effect on refugees and our response as Christians to the crisis. 
 Promoted and sold over 40 yard signs to show support for refugees and immigrants. 

Also, hung Refugees Welcome banner in front of NDPC. 
 Welcomed Katie Archibald Woodward, photojournalist and minister, on World 

Communion Sunday in October.   Katie shared about her experience living in Palestine 
from the pulpit and the shared her remarkable photography exhibit in fellowship hall.   

 Gave quarterly minutes for mission on each focus area during worship. 
 Held a Mission Fair to share information and garner involvement. 

 
Advocated for and supported GM projects and our mission co-workers: 
 Hosted Syrian refugee family, the Kamils, providing financial assistance and lots and lots 
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How (Not) to be Secular (taught by David Lewicki and Paige Maconochie) 
Children, Sexuality, and Faith (taught by Ginny Bowen) 
Women in the Bible (taught by Alice Hickcox, Susan Hylen, and Zak Fletcher) 
Act Justly, Love Mercy, Walk Humbly (taught by Jesse Bowen) 
Understanding Your Spiritual Personality (taught by Kimberly Broerman and Kelly 

Craigmile) 
Las Posadas: Immigrants, Refugees, and The Holy Family (taught by Paige Maconochie) 
The Wired Word (facilitated by Bob Goggins, Rick Neale, Lee Nichols, and Briana 

Patterson) 
2 Inquirer’s Classes (taught by David Lewicki and the Evangelism Committee) 

Through the committee’s tracking of attendance, we know that at least 229 unique adult 
learners partook in Adult Education offerings in 2017. About 67 (29%) of these learners 
were not members of the church. Of all non-members attending Adult Ed offerings, 12 
(18%) went on to join the church in 2017. Traditional ‘Sunday School’ attendance on 
Sunday mornings averaged 40 adult learners in the Spring and 51 adult learners in the Fall, 
an annual average of 44 adult learners per week. 

In 2017, the committee was encouraged by the success of two intergenerational course 
offerings—one a traditional Sunday morning class focused on Micah 6:8, which included 
experiential learning elements and discussion with high school youth. The second 
opportunity was a brief adult class on “Las Posadas,” the Mexican Advent tradition, which 
invited participants to consider the tradition in light of the ongoing immigrant and refugee 
crisis. The 2-week class concluded with an intergenerational Sunday morning event with 
the children who had been studying “Las Posadas” as well. A second highlight of the year 
for the committee was the introduction of a new Teacher Appreciation tradition, whereby 
Fall 2017 teachers were ‘thanked’ with the purchase of a new NDPC library book in their 
honor. All books of honor will be showcased in February 2018. 

In 2018, the committee is excited to offer new spaces for NDPC members and visitors to 
learn and reflect on the ways they are being transformed by God in a community of faith. 
We continue to be guided by the desire to create adult education/formation opportunities 
that: *1) Create a sense of community in which people help one another develop faith and 
values; 2) Use life experiences as occasions for spiritual insight; 3) Apply faith to political 
and social issues; 4) Respect the importance and uniqueness of each person’s faith journey; 
and 5) Encourage independent thinking and questioning. We welcome your involvement in 
this rewarding process! adulted@ndpc.org 
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*from The Teaching Church: Moving Christian Education to Center Stage by Eugene C. Roehlkepartain 

Ginny Bowen, Chair 

 
Children and Youth Ministry Committee 
 
The committee was reinvigorated in 2017 and met on a monthly basis starting in March.  
The committee is composed of representatives from each of the various activities as well 
as parents.  The committee serves to guide: nursery, pre-school, K-5, middle and high 
school Sunday school, youth evening activities, youth mission and Montreat trips in the 
summers, and intergenerational family opportunities both social and educational. 

31 adult volunteers supported the Sunday school program on a weekly basis.  In addition 
50 other individuals rotated through as K-5 teachers for shorter periods of time.  The 
average attendance for the children and youth each Sunday was 43. The youth had 5 
adults who volunteered weekly during Sunday evening gatherings, and additional 
volunteers who participated in Montreat, and mission opportunities in the summer.  One 
of the strengths of the children and youth program is the willingness of the adults to 
engage with the young people sharing their faith and fellowship. 

Working collaboratively with Adult Education multigenerational events such as Easter, End 
of Year Celebration, Education Celebration, Advent Festival and Las Posadas allowed 
interaction between the two Sunday school programs.  The 2 committees worked together 
to provide a training event for volunteers in August and to recognize all the volunteers in 
May during the worship service.  

10 middle school youth spent a week in Savannah on a mission trip and 10 high school 
youth attended the Montreat Youth Conference.  During the month of July and early 
August, 6-8 youth participated weekly in local mission projects in collaboration with other 
congregations.  During the spring 10 confirmands completed their time of preparation and 
joined NDPC with their faith statements to the Session. 

It has been an exciting and active year.  We look forward to 2018 as we prepare for 
increased intergenerational opportunities, a mission trip to Guatemala, and greater 
engagement of our children and youth in the ongoing work of our congregation. 

Marion Reeves, Chair 
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food co-op, andattending special activities. A number of us enjoyed the school’s UN 
Day Parade and Program and hope to have a larger church group there next year!  

 Dee Raeside and Anna Kershaw coordinated the “Shalom Share” fundraiser in April. 
The event raised funds for 20 Shalom youth to attend the Montreat Youth Conference. 

 Approximately 8 NDPC youth and adult volunteers transport, provide snacks, tutor 
middle-schoolers (Inspire program during the school year), prepare meals, read, play 
and engage on a consistent basis. 

 We continued the Mercy Laundry Ministry to wash clothes for homeless members of 
Mercy Church every 1st and 3rd Thursday night at Medlock Laundromat.  NDPC 
members are joined by members of Memorial Drive Presbyterian and several other 
churches for Bible study and discussion along with washing clothes. 

 Each quarter, we provided hosts and visitors at El Refugio hospitality house in 
Lumpkin, GA.  This ministry of visitation at the Stewart Detention Center offers 
support to both detainees and their families during this very difficult time in their 
lives. Charlotte Stone-Black coordinates NDPC’s involvement in El Refugio with help 
from Genia Duchon (hosting/food) and Bert and Karen Weaver (clothing).  

 We made a $500 donation from our reserve funds to support the El Refugio Book 
Ministry so that detainees can request books be sent through Amazon directly to 
them at Stewart. Several NDPC members are now coordinating this ministry. 

 We continued collecting cereals for DEAM and are represented on the DEAM board by 
member Anne Hendry. Anne coordinates the delivery of the cereal donations twice 
each month with help from David Evans, Mandy Sandifer, and Ray Glier. 

 CM worked with Amanda and Sunday School teachers to give children and youth 
opportunities to be involved in our ministries. In February, we participated in the 
“Souper Bowl of Caring” by making bean soup mix and accepting donations for DEAM 
on Super Bowl Sunday. We raised $675 for DEAM. In April and October, our children 
and teachers did yard clean-up and planting at the Winn and Blackmon houses and 
learned about DCM.  

 From the Capital Campaign benevolence funds, we donated $20,000 each to DCM and 
IAH for their work on affordable housing and enabling families to move from 
homelessness to self sufficiency. 

 
Our committee is joining with Global Missions and Peace and Justice to resettle a Syrian 
refugee family. We are working with the International Rescue Committee’s Family 

MISSION AND SOCIAL CONCERNS COUNCIL 



14141414141414141414 

 

14 

 

Initiative for Affordable Housing 

 Nancy Gathany and Linda Davis coordinated the IAH Christmas Party and Angel Tree. 
Backpacks with school supplies were donated at the beginning of the school year. 
Several NDPC members volunteer regularly at the Weave House and members are 
encouraged to make in-kind donations throughout the year. 

Decatur-Area Emergency Assistance Ministry   

 Anne Hendry represents NDPC on the DEAM Board and coordinates our team todeliver 
cereal donations to the food pantry. The “Christmas on Clairmont” community concert 
offering was donated to DEAM.   

Shalom International Ministry/ Inspire After School Program 

 Dee Raeside coordinates volunteer drivers for the Saturday Shalom Children’s 
program. Beverly Markham served on the Shalom Board and helped with an Inspire 
Ultimate Frisbee Fundraiser. Amy Hair is joining the Board in 2018. Shalom/Inspire are 
two of the ministries included in the new non-profit Memorial Drive Ministries. 

Mercy Laundry Ministry  

 NDPC continues to provide clean clothing for Mercy Church. A small group of NDPC and 
Memorial Drive Church members meet 1st and 3rd Thursdays nights at Medlock 
Laundromat to join in prayer and this clothing ministry. 

El Refugio  

As issues surrounding immigration and detention became more pressing, support for  El 
Refugio Hospitality House in Lumpkin, GA became more critical. Charlotte Stone-Black with 
the help of Joe Sandifer enlisted a group of retired men to become more aware of and 
involved in this ministry. Volunteers visit detainees, host their families, prepare meals, 
collect clothing and duffle bags. The Alternative Gift Market table raised $1200. NDPC 
members. Kelly Craigmile and Gabriel Ramirez coordinate the Book Ministry for El Refugio. 
Our committee and the Peace and Justice Committee each contributed $650 to this 
ministry in September as El Refugio’s funds ran short due to greater numbers of requests. 

International Community School  

 A support team from NDPC provided a back to school snack time for the faculty and 
staff of  ICS. Several of our members are tutoring students, assisting in the monthly 
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Community Ministry Committee 
 
“The Word became flesh and blood and moved into the neighborhood.” (John 1:14- The 
Message) 

This verse continues to challenge and guide the work of the Community Ministry 
Committee. This year we continued to focus on supporting and promoting our long time 
community partners – Decatur Cooperative Ministries; Initiative for Affordable Housing; 
Shalom International Ministry; Mercy Laundry Ministry; Decatur Emergency Assistance 
Ministry and El Refugio. We also reached out to our nearest public school - The 
International Community School to explore a partnership. The school faculty and 
administration welcomed us and appreciated our involvement. 

We continued to promote the work of these partners through “invitations to discipleship” 
in worship, articles in In Touch, and information in The Communicator and FB.  

Some highlights of the financial and hands-on activities in which members participated are: 

 Decatur Cooperative Ministries/ Hagar’s House/ Winn and Blackmon Homes 

 Hagar’s House Family Shelter -- Led by Jason Schoeneberg members provided and 
served 28 dinner meals. We also purchased a new ice maker for HH.  

 Winn and Blackmon Homes -- These 2 NDPC houses (used rent-free by DCM for 
families transitioning from homelessness) were occupied by four different families 
during 2017. Martha Osborne worked with NDPC’s Property committee to provide 
maintenance support. Several new appliances were purchased this year.  

 “Welcome Baskets” were assembled for families being moved from condemned  
apartments into better housing. Susan and Drew Cornutt led this effort to provide basic 
household supplies to 35 families. Members of the congregation contributed items and 
money for this project. Youth and Elementary Sunday school classes helped to organize 
and fill the baskets.  

 “Home for the Holidays” ornaments were made by both children at Hagar’s House and 
in Sunday school at NDPC. These ornaments were inspired by Ellen Gadberry’s design, 
made with her help, and sold at the Alternative Gift Market to benefit Hagar’s House 
and Decatur Cooperative Ministries. 
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