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“O God, you have searched me and known me. You know my rhythms and discern my 
thoughts.” The psalmist revels in the presence of divine wisdom. As we reflect on this 
reality expressed in Psalm 139, which grounds our annual worship theme, “Faith for a 
Lifetime,” we also consider how the church is sustained by God’s providential care 
through its phases of growth and change. The past year has been a time of changing 
rhythms, reflection, and the intentional search for renewal.   

We have honored our leadership by providing sabbaticals for our co-pastors and our Di-
rector of Music. We have adjusted to the comings and goings of staff and the discovery 
of gifts and commitment among the volunteers who have stepped up to keep our minis-
try thriving. We have taken stock of our resources – financial, professional, volunteer, 
and spiritual – to articulate a sustainable staffing plan for our future goals, and we have 
begun an initiative to root our service in our gifts and gratitude.  

At times last year our rhythm may have felt disrupted, or our pacing too slow, as we 
sought the path toward which God is calling us. But as the actions of every committee 
show, each moment has been an opportunity for reflection, renewal, and a recognition 
of God’s presence in and with the church. We should be truly amazed at the contents of 
this annual report, giving thanks for all that your leaders and you have offered this year 
to our community and beyond. Some things will stand out: We got an exterior paint job 
and new lights in the sanctuary! We increased our giving by 3.1% and our budget by 35K. 
Other things will beckon: each committee identifies an area for growth and an area for 
help. Read this report and let your heart be searched and your thoughts discerned. For 
the Spirit may raise in you a “thank you” for certain accomplishments and a “that’s me” 
for a specific call to serve.  

“How wonderful are your works; our souls know this well. Search us, O God, and know 
our hearts, and lead us in the way everlasting.”  

Peace and Blessings, 
Beth and David 
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Nominating Committee 

Ruling elders are persons with “particular gifts to share in the discernment of God’s Spirit 
and the governance of God’s people.” We as a congregation “elect persons of wisdom and 
maturity of faith who have demonstrated skills in leadership and who are compassionate in 
spirit.” (Book of Order, PC(USA), G-2.0301). The church-wide nominating committee 
conducted their work through conference calls, outreach, prayer and discernment from 
July to September to select members to serve as ruling elders for a three-year term on the 
session of our church.  

The nominees for the Class of 2021 are Audra Grace, Jill Jacques, Carol Morgan, Deedee 
Murphy, David Root, and David Wilkes. Two youth will be splitting a one-year term as 
youth elder: Macon Sandifer and Ike Veal. These elders were elected at our congregational 
meeting on October 28th, 2018. 
 

We are grateful for the hard work of the Church-Wide Nominating Committee: Mark 
Biagioni, Heidi Gleason (Chair), Mike Johnson, Kathryn Sandifer, Jason Schoeneberg, Sherrill 
Terry (ex officio, former chair), Carol Tveit. This committee is elected each year at the 
January/February Congregational Meeting and serves for one year, prayerfully discerning 
and recruiting members to lead our congregation. Volunteers are always welcome to come 
forward at the beginning of each year and should contact the Clerk of Session, Nominating 
Committee chair, or co-pastors.  

 

Communications  

Last year’s report identified three goals: attracting volunteers, building a photo library, and 
creating signage. We made substantial progress on the latter two, with some progress on 
volunteer recruitment. We hired a photographer and have a nice starter set of photos to 
use in church print and digital publications. With help from Engagement, we put up two 
banners along Scott Blvd. -- one for Easter and one for Christmas. This serves goals 
identified in the Strategic Plan as well as the Marketing Plan.  

We plan to update our corner sign and add indoor and outdoor directional signage. 

Website: We completed the website updates and have a couple of people who can do 
quick edits as needed. We still need to work on a clean-up/edit of the whole site. This 
should be a priority and is worth forming a small team. So far we have two people on 
board. 

A D M I N I S T R A T I V E  C O U N C I L  
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A D M I N I S T R A T I V E  C O U N C I L  

Recruiting volunteers: We engaged a couple of new folks for short-term tasks, but we 
could use a few other hands to call on. We continue to integrate this volunteer work with 
Iyabo’s workflow. 

Resource List: The communications resource list created in 2017 continues to be a good 
tool for tracking external resources.  

Planning Calendar: I created a new tool for the committee chair to use to think about big 
picture planning that happens on a regular basis. The idea is to make the current 
marketing plan and strategic plan into something that contains concrete action items. 
Iyabo has done something similar to guide her workflow; the two need to be 
harmonized, but even before that is done, the Communications Planning Calendar is a 
useful tool for the chair. 

Charles Bonner, Chair 

 
Personnel   

2018 was an active year for both the church and the Personnel Committee. The 
committee, comprised of Corey Dunn, Steve Hendry, David Wilkes, and elders Michael 
Johnson and Sallie Owens, worked to address rising health care costs for staff, handled 
the departure of a key staff member, replaced our staff operations coordinator, and 
developed a new strategic staffing plan for NDPC that allows for the growth of key 
programs outlined in the 2017 strategic plan and supports the growth and nourishment 
of the congregation. 

We started the year by developing a revised sabbatical policy for staff, including our 
pastors and music director. Then we worked to create individualized sabbatical plans that 
would nourish the participants and benefit the church upon their return. See the session 
minutes for Aug. 19 and Nov. 18 for further details: http://ndpc.org/members/forms-and-
reports/ 

The committee spent the summer and fall gathering and analyzing information on how 
the church operates, including a staff time survey, in order to develop a plan that takes all 
these factors into consideration. We developed a new strategic staffing plan, which the 
session approved at their December 16th meeting. You can review it here: 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YXhObKfvZJIeMfh0ZKuOgJm47evCkIlEh0_dEbJy5
M0/edit?usp=sharing. 
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The committee also launched a pilot office volunteer plan to help office staff during peak 
times to minimize interruptions on key projects. If you are interested in participating, email 
personnel@ndpc.org. 

Looking ahead to 2019, the committee will be revising the personnel manual and 
overseeing the hiring of a Children, Youth and Family Director, as well as implementing the 
strategic staffing plan. In addition, we will be awarding well-deserved merit raises for staff 
members.  

Wendy Cromwell, Chair 

     

Leader Support 

Tasked with enabling elders on the Session to lead their committees effectively in 
accomplishing our church’s mission, Leader Support this year has focused on, first, 
evaluating and improving the process by which members are encouraged to volunteer 
through its committee structure. Recognizing that the traditional “Time and Talent” process 
is not as effective as it once was, and believing that members are not always aware of what 
each committee actually does, we have devised a new plan which will supplement our 
former process. It’s called “Educate and Invite.” It is a plan for each committee, beginning in 
January, to have a specific month in which to inform the congregation about its work and its 
needs and offer members an opportunity to sign up to help. Committees are encouraged to 
be as creative as possible in order to engage our interest during the worship service, as well 
as in other settings. So, look out! (Our familiar Time and Talent form will still be used in the 
fall as well. ) 

Leader Support also is involved in providing the information and training which elders may 
need to lead our organization effectively. While much of the initial training of new elders 
may be done by the co-pastors, Leader Support has met with committee chairpersons on a 
quarterly basis to discuss their needs and for mutual support and fellowship.  

A recent new initiative is the gathering of many former Session members for an evening of 
reconnecting around our experience of serving as elders at North Decatur – several from as 
long ago as the 1960s! Remembering that ordination as a Presbyterian elder is a life-long 
call to service, those who were there were encouraged to reflect on the meaning of their 
ordination as elder when not serving on the Session. From that gathering of 55 of the more 
than 100 elders in our congregation came requests for an annual meeting of former Session 
members. Some also offered to help with the responsibilities which our current Session 

A D M I N I S T R A T I V E  C O U N C I L  
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members are called on to perform, such as serving communion, visiting, contacting 
members who have been absent for a period of time, representing the Session at 
funerals, and saying good-bye to worshippers. Already a former Session member has 
become our “permanent presbyter,” attending presbytery meetings along with two 
Session members appointed on a regular basis. A plan is in process to develop this 
initiative further.  

Kathryn H. Sandifer, Chair 

Property  

We accomplished two big goals this year! 

The first one was way overdue. Exterior maintenance of our buildings had been 
neglected for a number of years. The first thing we did was pressure wash the entire 
exterior. Then we found we needed some maintenance we hadn’t anticipated, which 
was re-caulking the mortar between the stones on the exterior of the sanctuary 
building, which had deteriorated over time.   

We also had significant stucco repair work done on the education building. Following 
this we painted the two buildings. We also pressure washed all the concrete around 
the buildings and pressure washed the wooden playground fixtures. It was a job well 
done by our painting and stucco contractors. 

The second project was installing new lighting in the sanctuary. The original lights in 
the sanctuary and choir were so high in the ceiling that it was a major, rather 
expensive, and very difficult task to replace them. So we decided on the new lighting 
after receiving advice from a lighting and electrical contractor. The new lighting will be 
much easier to maintain. We are still working on upgrading the choir lighting. 

A new roof on the sanctuary building is in the offing, depending on funds available. We 
are aiming toward 2020. 

We are always looking for people to help take care of the myriad of small items, 
repairs, etc. that need attention during the year. They are too numerous to mention 
and can easily get out of hand if not tended to promptly. If you spot something, don’t 
hesitate to let me know. Better yet, offer to help out! Contact property@ndpc.org. 

Jarvis Ellis, Chair 

A D M I N I S T R A T I V E  C O U N C I L  
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Community Fellowship  

The Community Fellowship Committee at NDPC creates spaces wherein strangers become 
friends, friends deepen friendships, and all can share the gift of hospitality with one another. In 
community fellowship, we 

- Welcome all who would join our journey of faith and service, 
- Offer a place to rest, to be comforted, and to celebrate, 
- Reach out to those among us and to those we do not know. 

The Community Fellowship committee has a very broad umbrella. Some of our activities 
require “hands-on” attention for weekly events such as Sunday morning refreshments, but 
other happenings, such as the Women’s and Men’s Retreats are organized by their own 
chairpersons. We work frequently with other groups and committees that include Worship, 
Youth and Adult Education, Property, and the Parishes. 

The Community Fellowship Committee is responsible for 
- Sunday morning Fellowship hosts providing refreshments 
- Salt Shakers – encouraging facilitators and hosts 
- Parish groups – encouraging get-togethers and serving as Sunday morning hosts 
- Church Retreats: All-Church Retreat, Women’s, Men’s 
- Book Club 
- Ageless Grace (formerly known as SAGES) 
- Knit Wits 
- Special events: Epiphany celebration, Advent and Christmas celebrations, graduation 

recognition, potluck luncheons, Fun on the Farm, Easter events, picnics and bonfires, 
NDPC’s birthday 

- Funeral and Wedding Receptions. 

We are eagerly seeking someone to take on the role of kitchen coordinator. This includes 
periodic re-organizing of the kitchen (which needs to be done frequently because various 
groups use this space), monitoring and purchasing kitchen supplies, washing towels and 
tablecloths, coordinating events with our custodian, Javier. Contact community@ndpc.org 

We have initiated a “Sign-Up Genius” for Sunday morning fellowship hosts to aid in obtaining 
volunteers. We have been re-organizing our information on the church’s Google sites pages, 
which helps with communication among session members. We have been working with the 
database migration team to ensure the new system manages our parishes well, which will 
allow for better collaboration and communication. 

Holly Williams and Thom Schreck, Co-Chairs 

COMMUNITY LIFE COUNCIL 
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Congregational Care 
In 2018 the Congregational Care Committee worked with staff to refine the procedures for 
processing, keeping track of, and distributing information on pastoral care and congregational 
concerns and celebrations. The staff keeps records of their calls and visits, and we make weekly 
reports. 

We are planning a Volunteer Recognition celebration after the session completes their plan/
calendar for volunteer recruitment and recognition in 2019. 

This year the Meal Team provided 50 meals, the Transportation Team gave 45 rides, the Knit Wits 
created 68 beautiful items, staff made 163 visits and 184 calls, the Visitation Team made 92 visits, 
the congregation sent 220 Christmas and Valentine cards, we hosted two funeral receptions, and 
about 25 people participated in Circle of Care, led by Mary Anona Stoops.  

Pam Joyce, Chair  

Engagement 
The Engagement Committee is committed to fostering an inviting, welcoming and growing NDPC 
community. We reach out to neighbors and partner organizations meeting at NDPC. We greet our 
visitors in person and we follow up with a written welcome. We manage the print materials in our 
pews and we provide welcome packets to new members. We host Inquirer’s Class and Discovery 
Dinners for prospective members. And, we match new members to NDPC sponsor partners to ease 
their journey into the life of the church. 

Highlights of 2018 include: 
• We welcomed and provided seasoned NDPC mentors for nine new NDPC members! 
• We created a slide show showing the work of NDPC in the community and the world. The 

presentation is designed for visitors and groups meeting at NDPC and is shown on the 
screens in the education building and the lower foyer.  

• We produced new pew rack brochures and prayers request cards that dovetail compactly 
into our small pew rack space.  

• We launched a new opportunity for prospective members, Discovery Dinners: pizza with 
the co-pastors. 

• We staffed NDPC’s table at the Atlanta Pride Festival. 
• We made it easier for our congregation to recognize and welcome new members by 

creating photo welcome cards that are displayed in the narthex and we wrote short 
biographies of each new member for In Touch. 

• We honored our many volunteers at a party this summer. We partnered with the Worship 
Committee for this event, which was hosted by Diane and David Wilkes.   

I am grateful for each of our committee members’ deep commitment to welcome and invitation at 
NDPC: Jan Cribbs, Cindy Hays, Andrew Hill, Heidi Gleason, Fran Mohr, Liz Monyelle, Debra 
Robinson, Marie Schoeneberg, Thom Schreck, Sherrill Terry, Diane Wilkes. 

Ellen Herbert, Chair 

COMMUNITY LIFE COUNCIL 
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Parish Ministry 

Our Parish Ministry Mission: 
1. Provide administrative leadership and support for the neighborhood parishes by working 

closely with the office staff, facilitators, and the Engagement Committee to assimilate new 
members, 

2. Seek and support leadership for the parishes, provide resources for gatherings, and suggest 
activities for service, fellowship, and small group worship, 

3. Monitor parish activity and continue to provide a communication infrastructure. 
Our goals for 2018: 

Goal 1 - Continue the four scheduled gatherings for Parishes - Epiphany, Maundy Thursday, 
Summer Sabbath, and Sit-with-Your Parish potluck. 

Goal 2 - Maintain data for the Parish Map. 
Goal 3 - Continue to assimilate new members into parishes. 
Goal 4 - Encourage service, care, and worship within each parish as well as continuing fellowship 

by collaborating with Community Fellowship, Community Ministry, Community Care and 
NDPC staff. 

During 2018, the Mountain Parish was subsumed into adjoining parishes (SouthEast, South Peachtree 
Creek, LaVista, and Tucker). There are now 11 parishes. We are looking for people to lead three of the 
parishes. Please contact Mary Nevil: parishes@ndpc.org. 

In collaboration with the Engagement Committee, we assigned new members to parishes. We 
notified the facilitators and asked them to welcome the new members and invite them to gatherings. 

In collaboration with Community Fellowship, the Parish Ministry provided a schedule for each parish 
to host the fellowship reception for two Sundays during the year. This provides each parish with 
outreach and hospitality opportunities. 

In collaboration with the Worship Committee, we are planning Sit-with-your-Parish Sundays during 
worship throughout the coming year. These are scheduled for the last Sunday of the months that 
have 5 Sundays. In 2019 those will be March 31, June 30, September 29, and December 29.  

In collaboration with the Education Committee, Community Fellowship, and the Creation Care 
Committee, the Sit-with-your-Parish potluck last September focused on food waste education and 
plastics recycling with approximately 100 people attending. 

In collaboration with Rev. Beth Waltemath, we provided each parish with an ordained clergy person 
to offer communion and worship resources for the Maundy Thursday gatherings.  

Mary Nevil, Chair 

 

COMMUNITY LIFE COUNCIL 
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EDUCATION COUNCIL 

Adult Education  

The Adult Education committee continues to encourage the spiritual formation of adults and 
to cultivate an ethos of spiritual growth within the NDPC community through Sunday morning 
classes and evening opportunities. Since NDPC’s founding, Adult Education has been a guiding 
purpose for our congregation. As the popularity of adult ‘Sunday School’ wanes throughout 
the U.S., the Adult Education Committee at NDPC continues to identify new ways to honor our 
founding charge. Throughout the year, we incorporate novel programming to meet learners 
wherever they may be on their faith journey. 

The first half of 2018 (‘Spring Semester’) was united under the program-year theme of ‘The 
Household of God’ (Ephesians 2:19). This theme focused on our individual and communal 
identities as Christians, including our identities throughout childhood, our older years, and in 
relationship with one another. Classes included: 

• Centering Yoga (facilitated by Lisa Whittle) 

• Keeping Love Alive (facilitated by Beth Waltemath & Imago therapists, Linda & Louis McLeod) 
• The Gift of Years: Spirituality & Sage-ing (facilitated by Kathryn Sandifer & Mary Anona Stoops) 

• Mindful Communication (facilitated by Kara Morrison) 
• Spirituality of Work and Career (facilitated by Lisa Richardson & Mark Cochran) 

• Celtic Christianity & Spirituality (facilitated by Joe Sandifer, Ellen Gadberry, & Beth Waltemath) 
• Spiritual Lives of Children (facilitated by Kathy Dawson of Columbia Theological Seminary) 

• Creation Care (facilitated by Dabney Dixon) 
• Christianity & Capitalism (facilitated by David Lewicki) 
• The Wired Word: Breaking News & The Good News (administered by Claudia Brogan; led by 

rotating contributors) 

• Inquirer’s Classes (facilitated by the Engagement Committee & pastoral staff) 

The 2017-2018 year concluded with a ‘capstone’ lecture by Rev. Dr. Jennifer Ayres, a pastoral 
affiliate member of NDPC and Associate Professor of Religious Education at Emory’s Candler 
School of Theology. 

The Committee experimented a bit in Spring 2018 by offering a relaxed-atmosphere Sunday 
evening class on ‘Christianity & Capitalism.’ The class, taught by David Lewicki, provided 5 
Sundays of lectures and lively discussion. Attendance ranged from 13-25 adults per session 
and attracted several guests from our community. The class received excellent reviews and 
attendees requested more evening classes, though they noted that the topic and the teacher 
were certainly part of the allure. The Committee will explore new evening offerings in 2019. 



11 

 

11 

The Committee thanked its Spring teachers by purchasing books in their honor, which were 
showcased at a church-wide Teacher Appreciation Sunday in May and then donated to the 
NDPC Library. The Committee hopes to continue this tradition in 2019.  

The second half of 2018 (‘Fall Semester’) was centered around the theme of ‘Faith for a 
Lifetime,’ which focused on stages of faith development. Guided by NDPC’s new Strategic 
Plan, we offered courses were to support the church’s greater interest in issues of 
community and social justice. Fall classes included: 

• Faith as Resistance and Hope (facilitated by Jen Ayres & Sarah Erickson) 
• Creation Care: Drawdown II (facilitated by Dabney Dixon & Lisa Whittle) 
• Old Testament 101: What Say the Prophets? (facilitated by Elise Ledbetter & Ginny Bowen) 
• Poor People’s Campaign: A National Call for Moral Revival (facilitated by David Wilkes) 
• Creating a Culture of Generosity (facilitated by Roberta Goldbaugh, Jill Jacques, Rick Neale, 

and Genia Cayce) 
• The Theologies we Sing: (facilitated by Alexandra Mauney) 
• The Wired Word: Breaking News & The Good News (facilitated by Bob Goggins, Jesse 

Bowen, Sam Turpen, and Claudia Brogan) 
• Inquirer’s Classes (facilitated by the Engagement Committee & pastoral staff) 

Through the committee’s attendance tracking, we know that at least 180 unique adult 
learners partook of Adult Education offerings in 2018. Morning Sunday School attendance 
averaged 45 adult learners per week. 

In 2018, the committee was excited to offer new spaces for NDPC members and visitors to 
learn and reflect on the ways they are being transformed by God in a community of faith. 
We continue to be guided by the desire to create adult education and formation 
opportunities that: 1) Create a sense of community in which people help one another 
develop faith and values; 2) Use life experiences as occasions for spiritual insight; 3) Apply 
faith to political and social issues; 4) Respect the importance and uniqueness of each 
person’s faith journey; and 5) Encourage independent thinking and questioning.* We 
welcome your involvement in this rewarding process! Contact us: adulted@ndpc.org 

*from The Teaching Church: Moving Christian Education to Center Stage by Eugene C. Roehlkepartain 

Ginny Bowen, Chair 

Children, Youth and Family Ministry 

This has been a year of reflection and change for the CYF committee. We said goodbye to Amanda 
Osenga at the end of June. We also participated in the Ministry Architects survey of our 
congregation. In June all the leadership of CYF met to respond and reflect on the report. At that 

EDUCATION COUNCIL 
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meeting we created specific actions within our goals to respond to the report and added an 
additional goal around the need for good communication. We have moved, over the summer and 
into the fall, toward implementing these ideas and adjusting our work together as volunteers as we 
await the plans from Personnel for the new staffing configuration. 

Thirty-four adult volunteers supported the Sunday school program on a weekly basis. In addition, 
fifty other individuals rotated through as K-5 teachers for shorter periods of time. The average 
attendance for the children and youth each Sunday was 43.The youth had five adults who 
volunteered weekly during Sunday evening gatherings. Alexandra Mauney, one of our seminary 
interns this year, has been a leader in our youth program. In June the youth attended Montreat 
and participated in a mission trip to Asheville. One of the highlights of the summer was the July 
intergenerational mission trip to Guatemala, supported by the congregation during the youth 
auction in February. Eleven middle school youth joined St. Andrews Presbyterian in a Presbytery 
retreat at Camp Calvin.  

Working collaboratively with Adult Education, multigenerational events such as Easter, Education 
Celebration, and the Advent Festival allowed interaction between the two Sunday school 
programs. The two committees worked together to provide a training event for volunteers in 
August and to recognize all the volunteers in May during the worship service. The willingness of 
the members of our congregation to share their faith, time and ideas with our children and youth is 
what enriches our work. 

Ten youth have begun the process of considering membership through the Communicants class. 
Our co-pastors, using new curriculum developed by the PCUSA, are leading this. The group will 
meet several evenings from September through May, and participate in February at a retreat at 
Camp Calvin with other youth engaged in the same process. 

The acolyte program has grown, providing additional opportunities for children to lead worship. 
The children are now acolytes at both the 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. services. The fourth and fifth grade 
children are also serving as ushers. The addition of music from the Sunday School Choir has added 
to the regular Children’s Choir program. In October, fifteen children led worship during the 
Children’s Sabbath, taking on additional roles as liturgists.  

We look forward to 2019 as we continue to dream, serve, and grow our work. The children and 
youth will continue to lead in worship and community ministry. We look forward to new staff 
leadership. We especially look forward to the generous gifts all members of the congregation share 
by interacting with the children and youth.  

Marion Reeves, Chair 

 
 
 

EDUCATION COUNCIL 
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Community Ministries 

The mission of the Community Ministries Committee is to “serve Christ through serving 
the community needs, replacing hunger and homelessness with hope”. Throughout 2018, 
our NDPC community worked in concert with our long time community partners to 
accomplish this mission. Here are the highlights of our ministry this year. 

Decatur Cooperative Ministry (DCM) 
• Hagar’s House Family Shelter – Led by Jason Schoeneberg, members provided and served 

28 dinner meals. In September, we gave $500 to Hagar’s House from the Change for 
Change loose offering. During the summer, NDPC volunteers provided sack lunches for 
children of Hagar's House where school lunches were not available. 

• Winn and Blackmon Homes – These two NDPC homes (used rent free by DCM for families 
transitioning from homelessness) were occupied by 4 different families during 2018. Susan 
Cornutt and Annie Godfrey, our co-liaisons with DCM, updated the leases and coordinated 
volunteers for yard maintenance. Susan worked with Property Chair Jarvis Ellis and DCM to 
quickly purchase a new refrigerator for the Winn House. 

• Emergency funds were needed to repair one of DCM’s transitional homes. CM 
raised awareness and funds through the November Change for Change offering, 
Marlene White’s (DCM Director) “Invitation to Discipleship”, and Susan Cornutt’s 
article in Seasons at NDPC. As a result, NDPC provided over $3,000 to DCM for 
home repairs.  

• NDPC provided an annual gift of $6,000 to DCM to support their mission of striving 
to end homelessness, empowering our community through education, and 
celebrating our faith-based diversity.  

Initiative for Affordable Housing (IAH)  
• Jason Schoeneberg coordinated the Back to School fund raiser providing backpacks full of 

required school supplies and school uniforms for 27 children living in the Initiative’s 
housing. 

• Linda Davis and Nancy Gathany coordinated the IAH Christmas Party and Angel Tree, 
providing much joy and smiles to both the Initiative and NDPC community. 

• Several NDPC members volunteer regularly at the Weave House and staff the re:Loom 
booth at festivals. We encourage members to make in-kind donations throughout the year. 

• NDPC provided an annual gift of $3,750 to IAH to support their mission to help 
homeless and low-income families secure housing and break the cycle of poverty. 

Decatur Area Emergency Assistance Ministry (DEAM)  
• Anne Hendry represents NDPC on the DEAM Board and coordinates delivery of donations 

to the food pantry. 

MISSION AND SOCIAL CONCERNS COUNCIL 
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• In 2018, DEAM transformed the pantry model to a Client as Shopper model which has 
exceeded expectations. 

• Through grants and gifts DEAM expanded services and developed a process for pastors to 
refer families in need of assistance with food, prescriptions and utilities even without being 
in the DEAM service area. DEAM partnered with Threshold Ministry (Decatur Presbyterian) 
to assist individuals in securing temporary transitional housing. 

• NDPC annual gift of $3,000 was provided to DEAM to support their mission to 
provide critical assistance to ease hunger, prevent utility service disconnection, 
provide clothes, and purchase life-sustaining prescriptions for qualified residents. 

El Refugio  
As issues surrounding immigration and detention continue to intensify, the need to support El 
Refugio Hospitality House in Lumpkin, GA and the detainee community at large is greater than 
ever.  

• Each quarter, we provided hosts and visitors at El Refugio Hospitality House. This 
ministry of visitation at the Stewart Detention Center offers support to both detainees 
and their families during this very difficult time in their lives. Charlotte Stone-Black 
coordinates NDPC's involvement with help from Judy Moore and Bob Evely (hosting/
food) and Bert and Karen Weaver (clothing). Each quarter volunteers visit detainees, 
host their families, prepare meals, collect clothing and provide duffel bags. 

• The Book Ministry headed by Gabriel Ramirez continues to provide much-requested 
reading materials for the detainees. 

• As NDPC was called to do more, Joe Sandifer inspired NDPC volunteers to visit on a 
monthly basis. To further support the detainee community, CM established the “Detainee 
Legal Fund” to cover attorney legal fees for detainees. This new fund was introduced at the 
Alternative Gift Market, and we have raised $2,540.  

• In July, we gave $760 to El Refugio from the Change for Change offering to support their 
capital building campaign to provide larger facilities for hospitality housing. 

Memorial Drive Ministries 
Memorial Drive Ministries (MDM) is a new non-profit established on the Memorial 
Drive Presbyterian Church (MDPC) campus. MDM nurtures a safe, collaborative, and 
welcoming environment for five vibrant ministries that call the Memorial Drive campus 
home. Fran Mohr is on the MDM board. NDPC is especially active with two of the 
ministries on the campus: the Shalom International Ministries and Inspire After-School 
Program. 

• NDPC participated in the MLK work day in January at Memorial Drive Presbyterian 
Church (MDPC); there were 270 volunteers and NDPC fed them all thanks to 
coordination efforts of Dee Raeside. 

MISSION AND SOCIAL CONCERNS COUNCIL 
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• Shalom International Ministries – For the Shalom Saturday ministry, Dee 
coordinates rides, snacks and meal preparation volunteers. In April, Dee 
coordinated the fundraiser “Presbyterians Have Talent” at Morningside 
Presbyterian Church, raising funds so 18 Shalom youth could attend the Montreat 
Youth Conference. In 2018, NDPC provided the annual gift of $6,000 for salary 
support.  

• Inspire After-School Program – Volunteers provide snacks, tutor middle-schoolers, 
prepare meals, read, play and engage on a consistent basis. 

Mercy Laundry Ministry 
Co-led by Holly Williams, Anne Sayre and Dee Raeside, NDPC continues to wash clothes for 
homeless members of Mercy Church. A group of NDPC members meets 1st and 3rd 
Wednesday nights at Medlock Laundromat. In November, we celebrated our 100th 
gathering to wash, dry, fold and worship together. We thank those of you who serve; so, 
remember to bring your quarters to the orange collection container each week.  

International Community School (ICS) 
ICS is the nearest public school to NDPC. During 2018 NDPC members supported ICS 
through the following: 

• Deedee Murphy coordinated the Back to School refreshments for faculty and staff, 
which was featured in InTouch. 

• Several NDPC members including, Deedee and JW Balsley, tutor students at ICS and 
were highlighted in Seasons of NDPC. 

• Through the “From Darkness to Light” community concert offering, NDPC donated 
$850 to support ICS’s music program. 

Soup Bean Project with Church School 
In February, CM worked with NDPC Church School to engage the children in community 
ministry work. We participated in the “Souper Bowl of Caring" by having the Church School 
children make bean soup mix and receive donations for Super Bowl Sunday and the 2018 
Hunger Walk. 

Affordable Housing Work Group 
Providing Affordable Housing in Our Community was named as a top priority in our 2018-
2021 strategic plan. Recognizing that affordable housing remains one of our community’s 
greatest challenges, NDPC endeavors to increase the availability of safe and affordable 
housing in DeKalb County. The newly-formed work group, led by Annie Godfrey, is guiding 
our congregation's affordable housing efforts into the future by addressing this goal with 
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short-term and long-term steps. The work group is composed of members with experience 
in finance, affordable housing and construction, as well as those with a general interest in 
this issue. The group discussed the need to work on short-term issues such as pending 
developments and long term issues which will involve partnering with other groups 
(governmental, non-profit and faith-based) in order to develop and implement strategies to 
address the affordable housing issue. 

Since our initial meeting in September 2018, members attended the City of Decatur 
Affordable Housing Summit which provided useful information and possible solutions. The 
work group also plans to attend DeKalb County and Atlanta regional housing meetings to 
build partnerships and learn of opportunities for involvement. 

Shelly Fine and Rob Johnson, volunteers working with DeKalb County to develop a new 
comprehensive approach to homelessness called A Home for Everyone in DeKalb (HED), met 
with David Lewicki, Annie Godfrey and Nancy Gathany to explore the feasibility of the NPDC 
Fellowship Hall serving as one of the Winter Freeze/Warming Center available in the area. In 
December of 2018, the Session approved the proposal to have Fellowship Hall serve as a 
Winter Freeze/Warming Center in partnership with HED. The impact on NDPC is minimal 
while the impact for those without homes is tremendous.  

CM Committee Members: Susan Cornutt, Linda Davis, Amy Hair, Anne Hendry, Dee Raeside, 
Jason Schoenberg, and Charlotte Stone-Black.  

Nancy Gathany, Chair 

Global Mission 

The Global Mission Committee focuses on four areas: 
Guatemala – Support PCUSA partner CEDEPCA and Casa Materna birthing center 
Haiti – Lead the development project of The Community School of the Eco Villages of 
Colladere, Haiti in partnership with the Atlanta Church Group – NDPC, Emory 
Presbyterian, and Good Shepherd Presbyterian – and PC-USA partner MPP, the Peasant 
Movement of Papaye, in Haiti 
Israel/Palestine – Participate in Joining Hands for Justice in Israel/Palestine (JHJIP)  
Madagascar – Support PCUSA mission worker Jan Heckler and her work with The 
Church of Jesus Christ 
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In 2018, our efforts supported these areas: 
1. Educating congregation about mission areas 

• Gave quarterly minutes for mission on each focus area during worship. 
• Held a Mission Fair to share information and garner involvement. 
• Co-organized first intergenerational mission trip to Guatemala. 
• Led World Communion Sunday, highlighting results from mission trip to 

Guatemala. 
2. Advocating for and supported GM projects and our mission co-workers 

• Oversaw special offerings - One Great Hour of Sharing and World Communion 
Sunday  

• Deedee Murphy and Debby Miller organized a book campaign during the 
mission fair in August, and purchased and shipped books to Haiti. 

• Provided scholarships for Guatemala mission trip 
• Hosted the Alternative Gift Market where 27 vendors generated $38,029, up 

$10,000 from last year.  A great success! 
3. Strengthening partnerships 

• Haiti: Contributed $3,904 to support the Haiti EcoVillage School Partnership. In 
our 5th year of support, the school received certification from the Haitian 
Ministry of Education, a critical step toward financial self-sufficiency for the 
school.  The Partnership expects the school will be fully independent of our 
support after another 3 years. 

• Palestine/Israel: Contributed $1,904 to support Presbyterian Mission Co-
worker Doug Dicks as Associate for Ecumenical Partnerships in Jerusalem and 
to continue our support of Joining Hands for Justice in Palestine/Israel. JHJPI 
hosted 10 events in 2018 to educate and promote writers, leaders and 
filmmakers advocating for Palestine. 

• Madagascar: Contributed $4,104 to support NDPC member and Presbyterian 
Mission Co-worker Jan Heckler as she continues to implement evidence-based 
methods of instruction (EBMI) in schools.  Where EBMI has been fully 
implemented, students are averaging 94 percent correct answers on 
cumulative, final  exams. Prior to EBMI’s introduction, students typically 
averaged around 60 percent. Jan’s work was recently highlighted in the first 
newsletter sent by Diane Moffit, the new executive director of the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
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• Guatemala: Contributed $1,254 CEDEPCA and $1,000 to Casa Materna to 
support education and direct services to improve women’s maternal health 
and provide ministries. When Casa Materna faced a housing crisis, NDPC 
responded by offering two Change for Change offerings to provide assistance. 

Thank you to our committee members: Deedee Murphy, Becky Evans, Theresa Johnson, 
Gabriel Ramirez, Mary Elizabeth Ethridge, Frances Adams, Ginnie Stevens, Lee Nichols  

Genia Cayce, chair  

Peace and Justice  

The Peace & Justice Committee explored and advocated for the priority issues for 2018-19 
adopted August 5, 2018. Those issues continue to be our focus. They are sex trafficking, gun 
violence, human rights, immigration and refugees, mental health, nuclear weapons, torture, 
peacemaking and reconciliation/interfaith dialogue, criminal justice and racial justice. We 
formed work groups to educate our congregation and advocate for justice in each of these 
areas. 

These nine issues are ambitious in scope. We collaborated with other organizations and 
NDPC committees in addressing them. Many of them overlap. For example sex trafficking 
also involves homelessness, mental health, criminal justice, and human rights. The P & J 
Committee supported the work of Street Grace, which employs strategies to keep children 
from becoming involved in the sex trade. All of the nine P & J issues identified are shared 
with Presbyterians for a Better Georgia, of which NDPC is a member organization. Our own 
Rev. David Lewicki is co-chair. Members of the P & J Committee participated in PBG by 
communicating with members of the congregation who expressed an interest in legislation 
pending in Georgia’s State Legislature so that they could contact their own legislators. We 
educated the congregation and participated in the training in advocacy at the state 
legislature, then attended the state legislature to speak with legislators about our concerns. 

The Peace & Justice Committee continued to investigate new ways to work toward a 
decrease in gun violence in our state and nation. The newly formed Craftivism and Liturgical 
Arts Group is exploring new ways of expression in addition to reading the names of Georgia 
Victims of gun violence each month and to replace the memorial outside the sanctuary.  
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NDPC participated in the Atlanta Pride event in October as tangible evidence of our advocacy 
for human rights. The P & J Committee has worked with the Atlanta Sanctuary Movement to 
advocate for those seeking sanctuary while proceeding with requirements for citizenship. To 
further underscore our advocacy for Immigration and Refugee issues we supported the work 
of the Southern Center for Human Rights, Interfaith Children’s Movement, International 
Refugee Committee and Memorial Drive Ministries. The Peace & Justice Committee also 
supported the work of the National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI). We are engaged in 
planning for an educational event on mental illness in 2019. 

Torture is a moral issue that P & J addressed by advocating for an end to solitary confinement 
in our prisons. We made a modest monetary contribution to the Presbyterian Church USA’s 
National Religious Campaign Against Torture. This concern also included mental health and 
criminal justice issues. Through our support of the work of WAND (Women for Action in New 
Directions) P & J advocated for an end to the nuclear arms race and a halt to research toward 
putting nuclear weapons in outer space. We advocated for peacemaking and reconciliation/ 
interfaith dialogue by providing scholarship funds for youth who attend the Peacebuilders 
Camp. 

We worked for criminal justice reform and racial justice through our support of Southern 
Center for Human Rights and Presbyterians for a Better Georgia. 

We are very grateful for the work of Peace & Justice Committee members Kathleen Allen, 
Audra Grace, Bobbie Wrenn Banks, Anna Kershaw, Thom Schreck, Elizabeth Monyelle, Jean 
Wright, Ellen Gadberry, Linda Curry, Tim Merritt, Kent Leslie, Chet McQuaide and Susan 
Diffenderfer.  

Kathleen Allen, Chair 
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Worship  

The Worship Committee’s work is to facilitate and enhance the congregation’s worship of 
God. The Committee’s regular activities include scheduling ushers, liturgists and acolytes, 
and coordinating Communion servers, Word in Worship leaders, and flower donations. Each 
week, we recruit about 15 volunteers to assist with Sunday worship. Members of the 
Committee work diligently to perform their responsibilities with the assistance of staff.  

Highlights of the Committee’s activities in 2018 include:  

• Recruited and organized head ushers and ushers for both 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 
services and special services throughout the year.  

•  Recruited liturgists and Word in Worship leaders for 11:00 a.m. services.  
• Coordinated Communion stewards for both 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. services 

throughout the year.  
• Coordinated Communion servers for monthly Communion at 11:00 a.m. service and 

for special occasions.  
• Organized, trained and coordinated acolytes.  
• Decorated sanctuary for Advent, Christmas, Lent, Easter, Pentecost and World 

Communion Sunday.  
• Participated in organizing special services particularly during Lent and Advent.  
• Secured volunteers to provide flowers for Sunday morning worship.  
• Encouraged variety in worship through services led by youth and lay leaders.  
• Continued the Change for Change offering to encourage the congregation to place 

an offering of money or a dedication to service in the offering plate each week. Half 
of the loose change offering is donated to a mission each month.  

• Coordinated payment of pulpit supply preachers during pastors’ sabbatical.  
• Supported Liturgical Arts committee’s advent installations.  

Great appreciation goes to those who participated in the work of this committee: Ellyn 
Cochran, Susan Diffenderfer, Elise Ledbetter, Ellen Gadberry, Cindy Hays, Alice Hickcox, 
Cheryl Parlato, Marie Schoeneberg, and Martha Shepherd. 

Janet Jasper, Chair 
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Stewardship   

For Such a Time as This – Our campaign theme this year focused on the significant 
opportunity we have to make a difference in an increasingly turbulent world. In such a time 
as this, where divisiveness, meanness of spirit, and disharmony seem to prevail, we find 
strength in each other’s kindness, faith, courage – and generosity.  

In response to God’s call, our church makes a tremendous impact in our community and 
beyond. Take a look at the other reports in these pages, and you’ll see how great that impact 
is. Your generosity helps make it all happen. 

We initiated a new budget presentation that illustrates how your generosity provides for all 
our ministries, our facilities, the fun things we do together, our worship, and our talented 
professional staff.  

We took advantage of the widest variety of communication media available to us: printed 
giving packets; direct emails; weekly “minutes for mission” in which people spoke personally 
about the impact of our giving; resources published on our website; info packets and pledge 
cards in public areas; social media; and telephone calls. 

And here are the results: This year we received 150 pledges totaling $638,223. Last year we 
had 154 totaling $618,925. Although we had slightly fewer pledges, we increased our giving 
commitment by over $19,000! That is real growth. 

We had a terrific team that helped make this such a great year: Larry Mosley, Laurie Carter, 
Sallie Owens, Jack Kittle, Susan White, and Jill Jacques. Thanks also go to those who spoke so 
eloquently in worship about our mission and to Beth and David for their support and 
encouragement. Our gratitude goes out especially to all of you: your generosity powers the 
ministry of North Decatur Presbyterian Church. 

Rick Neale, Chair  
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F I N A N C E  C O U N C I L  

Finance Committee 
 
Although the 2018 numbers are not yet final, according to the information currently 
available, NDPC will end the year with pledge receipts 2.4% below budget and non-pledge 
receipts 3.1% above budget. Combined revenue is $12,412 (1.8%) below the 2018 budget. 

Overall, our expenses have come in under our budgeted revenues by 5.0%, reflecting 
spending of $34,787 below the 2018 budget. As the December financial reports are not final 
at this time, we anticipate ending the year with no budget surplus. 

For 2019, the budgeted Revenues have increased by 5.1% to $727,283. Budgeted 
benevolences have increased as a percentage of the total budget, from 10.7% to 10.8%. 

Many thanks to the 2018 finance committee: David Evans, Anna Kershaw, Jack Kittle, Roberta 
Goldbaugh, JW Balsley, Wendy Cromwell, Rick Neale, Jarvis Ellis, Gabriel Ramirez, and Mike 
Johnson. 

Our 2019 Budget Proposal is on the next page.  

Sallie Owens, Chair 
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God Is Calling Us to New Places 

Our Vision Poem 
God gathered a community of the faithful 

From the neighborhood 

And planted a church at the intersection of life and faith. 

 

Inspired by the worship of God, 

Rooted in Christian Education, 

Shaped by reaching out in ministry and mission, 

 

We followed God’s lead to form a church: 

− a Sanctuary where we praise God in wonder, awe and love, 

− a home where we are nurtured by the word, 

− a haven where music lifts our souls and renews our spirits, 

− a safe space for all God’s children to learn, to question and to grow 

− a place to rest, to be comforted, and to celebrate 

− a community striving to discern and respond to God’s call for our lives. 

 

God calls us 

− to welcome all who would join our journey of faith and service, 

− to keep the promises we make at baptism, 

− to share our blessings in joyful communion, 

− to reach out to those among us and to those we do not know, 

− to be unafraid to go to risky places in love, with hope, 

− to witness to the love of Christ by serving our neighbors in need, 

− to work for justice and be peacemakers in a chaotic world. 

 

God is calling us to new places in faith and mission, 

And to ministries not yet imagined. 

 

We seek to follow Jesus Christ, Empowered by the Holy Spirit, 

Emboldened by the love of God. 

Learn 
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Worship 

NDPC Church Staff 

David T. Lewicki, Co-Pastor; Beth C. Waltemath, Co-Pastor  
Mary Anona Stoops, Pastor for Adult Formation; Clinton P. Miller, Director of Music  

Alexandra Mauney and Sam Turpen, Seminary Interns 
Nancy Weitnaur, Operations Coordinator; Iyabo Onipede, Communications Coordinator  

Zaria Dyer, Nursery Caregiver; Zik Da, Extended Care Staff  
Javier Sanchez, Custodian 

                                        *** 
611 Medlock Road, Decatur GA 30033  www.ndpc.org   
ph: 404-636-1429 fx: 404-636-6605 


