
WORD IN WORSHIP at NORTH DECATUR PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
 
Why?  

- Children are of value – we affirm this with all in our community by 
including children in worship. 

- Children are invited forward to be participants, not for display or enjoyment by adults; however, 
we acknowledge that the congregation does enjoy getting to know children in this way, and 
watching their growth over the years.  

 
Who?   

- The median age is about 3: “aim here” developmentally with messages.   
- Younger children are also invited with a parent, who will guide their attention and behavior.     
- Older children are encouraged to be helpers and role models as long as they’d like (no max age). 
- The children are the intended audience (not the congregation). 
- At this stage of development, the SELF is significant.   

 
What?  

- Keep message simple. Focus on ONE idea.   
o Bible stories and scripture.  
o “Parts” and procedures of church.  
o Events in the life of the church and in the liturgical year. 

 
How?   

- Aim for a 3-minute message.   
- Literal, concrete messages are good; three-year-olds are not yet adept at abstract thought   
- Use questioning with care – especially open-ended questions that may evoke laughter from 

congregation (some children may be embarrassed or intimidated by this corporate attention, 
while others might seek attention and detract from the message...).   

- Spark engagement with directions to follow – hand/body movements, controlled (closed) 
questions, call and response.   

- Consider invitational openings like “I wonder…”, “Think about...”, and “Imagine...”   
- Call upon the senses and bring in visuals as appropriate.   
- Use short declarative sentences and child-friendly vocabulary. Repeat key ideas.   

 
Logistics 

- You will receive a SignUpGenius reminder the week of your scheduled time, and you will receive 
the bulletin from Clint via email that will give you the Biblical text, the sermon title, and the 
worship leader’s name. Reach out to him/her if you’d like to brainstorm. 

- It is strongly recommended that you practice your ideas with someone before delivering your 
message to the children  

- Meet at about 10:40 in the pastor’s office along with the other worship leaders   
- Use the hand mike: turn on at base and allow for 1-2 second delay.   
- Experiment with seating to assure focus of children is on you, not congregation   
- Remember to check for ideas and inspiration on the Internet – here’s a key site for worship 

leaders:  The Text This Week (Click on text, then scroll to bottom of page for “With Children” 
links) http://www.textweek.com/   

 
There are endless resources to discover – try Google searches with terms like “children’s sermons” - 
explore, discover and adapt from others!  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