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January 26, 2020 

2019 has been a year of equipping and teaching! In accordance with our three-year plan, 
the session, staff and volunteer leaders have focused on recruitment, training and resource 
development. In the spring, we completed our annual worship and formation theme of 
“Faith for a Lifetime” and pondered the seasons of life that call us into vocation, service 
and leaving a legacy. In the summer, we worshipped without bulletins and revisited the 
basics of how and why we worship. In the fall, we launched our 2019-2020 church year 
theme, “The 9 Big Ideas of the Bible” in order to demystify that sacred tome and give us a 
broader view with which to answer the question “What is the Bible about, anyway?” This 
10,000 foot view has helped us to be better witnesses to the life-saving and world-healing 
message of the gospel and extend more informed invitations to our friends and colleagues.  

“All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in 
righteousness, so that everyone who belongs to God may be proficient, equipped for every good work.”  

(2 Timothy 3:16-17 NRSV) 

Our session discerned the places in our ministries that need pruning and planting. We met 
as councils to support one another in the unifying of our ministries and the strengthening 
of our mission commitments. We completed an annual planning process and monthly cal-
endar synching to help engage our members without exhausting them by too many op-
tions. 

We enjoyed making caring calls in the spring and learning how each unique member expe-
riences our church and whether they feel God in worship, in laundry ministry, in teaching, 
in providing meals or a myriad of other ways, including a renewed interest in the arts. The 
congregation of NDPC is more than those who fill the pew on Sundays. We are more of 
an active, evolving and far-reaching movement than a stagnant institution. 

(More—>) 
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To honor all the ways our members, friends and visitors “worship God and enjoy God 
forever,”1 our leaders sought to meet you where you are and reach out to let you know 
how valuable your presence is. Podcasts and livestreaming videos of worship greet the 
weary traveler or the home-bound member. Increased Facebook posts and Instagram 
feeds celebrate the work of our volunteers in serving our mission partners or preparing 
for the Alternative Gift Market. The “InTouch” newsletter—focused on stories submitted 
by you, received more submissions than it had space for even with over forty-eight issues 
to fill.  

A review of this report will show you the fruit of your invitations and inclusion of others. 
twenty three new members joined this year. Six new voices sang in the sanctuary choir. 
100 names are listed as serving on the various committees here and that doesn’t even 
count the 50 people who teach in our Sunday School programs or those who provide 
meals, rides and receptions, or those serving our various community ministries as regular 
and occasional volunteers. In addition to our annual support of our mission partners, we 
offered grant money for emergencies such as the purchase of an oven for DCM. We 
raised $34K for microfinance loans in Latin America through the Genia Cayce Memorial 
Fun and offered around $6900 additional assistance through our Change for Change of-
fering. 

We finished our stewardship campaign in record time before the end of 2019 and raised 
our pledged offerings by nearly 10%.  

Our focus on the themes and artistry of the Bible in worship and education reminds us 
that God’s word “equips us for every good work.” Let us give thanks that we do not do it 
alone but with so great a cloud of witnesses as North Decatur Presbyterian Church and so 
great a lord as Jesus Christ, our Savior.   

Grace and Peace, 
Beth and David 

 

 

 

 

 

___________________ 

1Westminster Confession of 1649, line 1-2. “What is the chief end of humankind? To worship 
God and enjoy God forever.” 
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A D M I N I S T R A T I V E  C O U N C I L  

Nominating Committee 

The 2019 NDPC Elder Nominating Committee worked throughout the summer and fall to 
nominate an outstanding group of NDPC members to serve on the Session. The ENC 
received recommendations from the congregation and used this information to help in 
presenting the following nominees at the Congregational Meeting in late October: to serve 
three year terms in the Elder Class of 2022: Claudia Brogan, Mark Cochran, Virginia 
Pribbenow, David Roberts, Cile Vardeman and Susan White; to serve one-year terms in the 
Class of 2020: Gabriel Ramirez, Claire Dishman and Audrey Markham. The slate was 
unanimously elected by the members of NDPC. 

Much appreciation goes to the 2019 ENC for the time and energy they gave to this important 
work: Charles Bonner, Heidi Gleason (ex-officio), Mike Johnson, Kent Leslie, Carol Morgan, 
Deedee Murphy and Becki Veal. 

Cindy Hays, Chair 
 

Administration Committee 

The work of the Administrative Committee touches on many behind-the-scenes aspects of 
church life: managing our leases and facility use, examining contracts, enhancing building 
security, engaging in risk management, and assuring our insurance program is up to date. We 
coordinate with other councils, such as Personnel and Property, when issues overlap. 

The most important matters addressed this year have been the re-negotiation of the Hess 
Academy lease, the re-negotiation of the Science of Fun lease, and an overall assessment and 
audit of the church’s insurance program.   

David Root, Chair 

Communications  

The Communications Committee helps the church connect with audiences inside and outside 
the church. This work ranges from helping a single visitor find Fellowship Hall to bringing 
worship services to the entire world. We also continue to support routine messaging like 
keeping the Communicator fresh and updating the website. 

In 2019, there were some exciting new developments: 

• We launched a podcast! We’ve established a steady audience of regular listeners. Next, we 
need to work out a plan to grow the audience and use the podcast as a tool for outreach.  



5 

 

5 

• Indoor signage. You may have noticed some new signs directing members and visitors to 
different parts of church buildings. We now have attractive and prominent signs for places 
like Fellowship Hall, Sunday School classrooms, church offices, and even a water fountain. 

• Live Stream. Thanks to the AV Team, we’re live streaming worship services via Facebook. 
Folks can join worship from anywhere they can get on the Internet – another opportunity to 
spread the word and reach a broader audience. 

• Banners. If you thought we had forgotten about good old-fashioned neighborhood 
outreach, we have not. We continued to add to our inventory of banners to reach folks in 
Medlock Park and Scott Boulevard and all who pass by. 

We have plenty to build on for 2020. Upcoming projects include a major overhaul of the 
website, better serving our existing communications needs like marketing the Alternative Gift 
Market, and growing the audience for our digital connections. 

Charles Bonner, Chair 

 

Personnel   

In 2019, the Personnel Committee, comprised of Corey Dunn, Steve Hendry, David Wilkes,  
Michael Johnson and Gabriel Ramirez, worked with our amazing search committee, led by 
Jonathan Ball, with Ellyn Cochran, Angela Cass, Corey Dunn, and our two youth elders, Ike 
Veal and Macon Sandifer, to hire Erin Reed Cooper as our new Director of Children, Youth and 
Families. 

We started the year implementing strategic staffing plan, which you can read online 
(https://tinyurl.com/ra5uscu), and we began work on revising the personnel manual.  

Looking ahead to 2020, the committee will finish updating the personnel manual, and we will 
implement streamlined processes for administering benefits and tracking staff time. The 
committee will continue to monitor rising health care costs and make adjustments as needed. In 
addition, the committee will be awarding well-deserved merit raises for staff members. 

If you’d like to serve with us, please contact personnel@ndpc.org. 

Wendy Cromwell, Chair 

     

A D M I N I S T R A T I V E  C O U N C I L  
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Planning and Leader Support 

Planning and Leader Support provided assistance to the co-pastors and elders in various 
matters, including the following: 

• Helped co-pastors plan session retreats and facilitate break-out groups with Council 
members 

• Served as a resource to the elder nominating committee and helped to assimilate 
new elders 

• Developed and implemented a “case round” method to help committees deal with 
challenges 

• Helped to host presbytery-wide elder training. 
Carol Morgan , Chair 

Property  

The Property Committee maintains and improves the church building and the surrounding 
property. Our custodial staff takes care of daily cleaning duties, and we contract with a 
service who does our weekly landscaping maintenance. We take care of other tasks as 
needed, including a myriad of routine repairs: light bulbs, plumbing issues, electrical work, 
rest room maintenance, and so on. 

One of our accomplishments this year was repairing our elevator. Trying to get this done 
was a bigger challenge than we anticipated, and we finally had to contact the district service 
representative of the elevator company to get qualified techs to complete the repair. We 
also had to replace the sump pump in the base of the elevator shaft. We retiled the entrance 
to and the men’s restroom in the upper level of the Educational building. We also retiled 
one of the hallways leading out of the Narthex which had sun damage, along with an area in 
the Library which had been damaged by water leakage. We did significant touchup painting 
and cleaned the Narthex carpet. We replaced all the toilet seats in the church restrooms and 
installed wall-mounted soap dispensers by each sink in the restrooms. We helped add new 
signage throughout the church building, making our facility easier for newcomers to 
navigate. We removed trash and a few trees from the rear areas of the church, resulting in a 
much neater appearance. We installed two benches by the patio. 

We also manage the upkeep of the two Blackmon houses adjacent to the church. When 
occupants change, we do a walk-through and make any necessary repairs. This year we 
replaced a dryer, repaired an air conditioner and did some plumbing repairs. We also 
maintain the lawns.  

Member volunteers made all these great things happen. Thank you to all who pitched in! If 
you want to help also, please contact property@ndpc.org. 

Jarvis Ellis, Chair 

A D M I N I S T R A T I V E  C O U N C I L  
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Community Fellowship  

The Community Fellowship Committee at NDPC creates spaces where strangers become 
friends, friends deepen friendships, and all can share the gift of hospitality with one another. In 
community fellowship, we 

- Welcome all who would join our journey of faith and service, 
- Offer a place to rest, to be comforted, and to celebrate, 
- Reach out to those among us and to those we do not know. 

The fellowship committee completed 2019 very successfully, overseeing church gatherings big 
and small. This includes the weekly Fellowship Hour, off-site retreats, local parish gatherings, 
and other events at the church. In 2019 we held our first church-wide retreat in many years, 
and over 90 people attended. NDPC folks also enjoyed regular events such as Fun on the 
Farm, Salt Shakers, Sages, Knit Wits, and book clubs.  

This was the second year of our Fellowship Hour Sign-Up Genius list, and it has been proving 
very helpful to the parish leaders and the communications team.  

We need assistance with kitchen coordination. We created a new role for kitchen 
coordinator, but it has gone unfilled and fallen to the session leadership. We have also been 
exploring additional ways to ensure that our kitchen is well cared for.  

Our many parishes meet regularly and engage nearly all our members. (See the Parish Ministry 
report on p. 10.) We have built a map of parishes we will use to manage them more effectively 
in 2020. Four of our parishes still need leaders. We will meet with staff in 2020 to create an 
action plan. We’d love to have your input: please contact parishes@ndpc.org. 

In 2020, we have lots going on! Men’s and Women’s retreats are planned for the first half of 
the year, and we’ve scheduled a church-wide outing to a soccer game in June. We will continue 
to work with other teams in the Community Life group to collaborate and make the most of 
our resources. 

We are seeking additional fellowship volunteers, and we’d love to have you join us. Please 
contact fellowship@ndpc.org. 

Holly Williams and Thom Schreck, Co-Chairs 

 

COMMUNITY LIFE COUNCIL 
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Congregational Care 
 

In 2019 the Congregational Care Committee continued the ongoing work of making sure our 
members know they are appreciated and supported. If you have ever received a meal, been 
given a ride to church, received a prayer shawl, attended a funeral reception, received a visit 
from a church member in your home or received an NDPC Valentine, then you know work of 
the Congregational Care Committee. Our purpose is to provide the emotional and spiritual 
support and comfort that comes with the celebrating the joys and mourning the tribulations of 
the people of the church. 

“If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord...” (Romans 14:8). These are 
the hardest words to read in our inbox. Yet we read them, and then we look for consolation. 
While we will not again see our loved ones who have gone before us, we will not be alone in 
our remembrance or our grief. In the last year, over 75 volunteers gave their time, effort, 
tender affection and condolences in serving as we celebrated the lives of our beloved saints. 
We had just as many volunteers write cards, provide transportation, prepare meals and visit 
homebound members. Our Knit Wits crafted shawls, scarves, and newborn baby caps to 
provide warmth and comfort in times of trial and in celebrations of baptism and marriage. 
Every volunteer effort took part in weaving the same thread of God’s grace, joy and steadfast 
presence into the fabric that upholds our NDPC family members in times of need and in times 
of celebration alike. 

In 2019 the Congregational Care Committee coordinated five funeral receptions, and over 75 
volunteers provided meals, transportation, knitted goods, and cards to other members in need.   

Here is a summary: 

Meals provided by Meal Team 5 
Rides provided by Transportation Team 30 
Knitted Goods provided by Knit Wits 144 
Visitations  

Visits from Staff 242 
Calls from Staff 196 
Visits from Visitation Team 47 

Cards from Congregation (Valentines & Christmas) 229 
Funeral Receptions 5 
Circle of Care 96 

NDPC members made many more contributions of meals than these numbers reflect. Likewise 
there were more Valentines cards and visits by the Visitation Team. We deeply appreciate 
everyone’s kindness and generosity. To help in this ministry please email mealteam@ndpc.org. 

Audra Grace, Chair  

COMMUNITY LIFE COUNCIL 
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Engagement 
The Engagement Committee is committed to fostering an inviting, welcoming, and growing 
NDPC community. We do this by reaching out to neighbors and NDPC campus partners. We 
greet visitors in person and we follow up with a written welcome. We manage the print materials 
in our pews and we provide welcome packets to new members. We host Inquirers’ Classes for 
prospective members, we introduce new members to our congregation, and we match current 
members as mentors to new members to help weave them into the life of the church. 

Highlights of 2019: 

• We welcomed twenty three new NDPC members and provided them with seasoned 
mentors! 

• We wrote short biographies of each new member for In Touch and the bulletin board in 
the lobby. We made it easier for our congregation to recognize and welcome them by 
creating photo welcome cards that are displayed in the narthex.   

• We honored our newest members at a party hosted by Annie Godfrey and Jack Kittle.   
• In a new initiative, we partnered with the Men’s Fellowship to deploy parking lot greeters 

for special events and services at NDPC. They directed drivers to available spaces on our 
campus and in our neighborhood.  

• We have been updating the lobby slide show seasonally, showing the work of NDPC in 
the community and the world. The presentation is designed for visitors and groups 
meeting at NDPC and is shown on the screens in the education building and the lower 
foyer.  

• We gave baskets of cookies to community groups who meet on our campus as a gesture 
of our appreciation for their partnership.  

• Special thanks this year go to Sherrill Terry for faithfully recording the friendship pad 
attendance data. This has been invaluable as NDPC adjusts to its new record keeping 
system. 

I am grateful for the Engagement Team’s deep commitment to welcome and invitation: Jan 
Cribbs, Heidi Gleason, Cindy Hays, Andrew Hill, Barbara Jung, Fran Mohr, Liz Monyelle, Rick 
Neale, Carl Parlato, Debra Robinson, Thom Schreck, Marie Schoeneberg, Sherrill Terry, Diane 
Wilkes and so many others not listed here.  

Ellen Herbert, Chair 

COMMUNITY LIFE COUNCIL 
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Parish Ministry 

Our Parish Ministry Mission: 

• Provide administrative leadership and support for the neighborhood parishes by working 
closely with the office staff, facilitators, and the Engagement Committee to assimilate new 
members  

• Seek and support leadership for the parishes, provide resources for gatherings, and suggest 
activities for service, fellowship, and small group worship 

• Monitor parish activity and continue to provide a communication infrastructure.  

Our  goals for 2019: 

1. Continue the four scheduled gatherings for Parishes: Epiphany, Maundy Thursday, 
Summer Sabbath, and Sit-with-Your Parish Sunday potluck. 

2. Encourage Parish facilitators to use Realm Connect to communicate with parish members. 
3. Continue to welcome new members into parishes 
4. Encourage service, care, fellowship, and worship within each parish by collaborating with 

Community Fellowship, Community Ministry, Community Care and NDPC staff. 

We now have 11 parishes. We are actively seeking new leadership for 4 of them. Please 
contact parishes@ndpc.org. 

In collaboration with the Engagement Committee, we assigned new members to parishes.  We 
notified the facilitators and asked to welcome and invite the new members to gatherings. 

In collaboration with Community Fellowship, the Parish Ministry provided a schedule for each 
parish to host the fellowship reception for two Sundays during the year. This provides each parish 
with outreach and hospitality opportunities. 

In collaboration with the Worship Committee, we coordinated Sit-With-Your-Parish Sundays on 
the last Sunday of each month that had five Sundays. In 2020 those Sundays will be March 29, May 
31, August 30, and November 29.  

In collaboration with Rev. Beth Waltemath, we provided each parish with an ordained clergy 
person to  provide communion and direct the worship at each parish’s Maundy Thursday 
gathering. 

Mary Nevil, Chair 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY LIFE COUNCIL 
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Adult Education  

The 2019 year for Adult Education featured great class offerings. 

Our best-attended class in the spring was “Modern Womanist Theologians” with an average 
attendance of 20 people. Our highest Sunday in the spring was 36 attendees. One major 
outcome of the spring class on “Spirituality of Parenting” was a desire by the class members for 
more, so this group developed and implemented the “Forming Us” parenting class that is 
running all year in the Education wing. It has attracted over 45 unique adult learners so far with 
an average of 20 people attending per week. 

The fall semester has been even better! We are averaging from 50 to 60 learners per week with a 
highpoint of 73 attendees on October 6th. The Mental Health survey conducted in the Spring 
led to a class in the fall titled “Comfort My People” with strong attendance (30 maximum on 
10/6). We also have the year-long Artistry of the Bible class that is attracting as many as 20 
people per week. 

We are looking forward once again to soliciting topics from all church members to ensure that 
our class offerings in 2020-2021 meet the spiritual formation needs of the entire congregation.  

A couple of our committee members have been elected to the Session, so we have had to 
recruit some replacements. If you’d like to participate on the committee, serve as a teacher, or 
have any other feedback for us, please email adulted@ndpc.org. 

David Wilkes, Chair 

Children, Youth and Family Ministry 

The CYF Committee has been very busy this past year. The Committee, Children’s Working 
Group, and Youth Working Group planned, and with the support of over fifty members of the 
congregation, implemented an exciting set of events that engaged the children, youth and 
families in the work of the congregation. In August Erin Reed Cooper joined NDPC as our 
new Director of Children, Youth and Families, and she has added a great deal of creativity and 
depth to our work. 

The children’s program has thrived with the growing number of babies in the nursery and the 
children of new members. Volunteers teach all children from toddlers through fifth grade each 
Sunday morning. In the K-5 age range, shepherds care for children week, and over 40 other 
members help with our youngsters. We now offer childcare for many church-wide events. This 
enables parents to participate fully in fellowship and leadership. 

EDUCATION COUNCIL 
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Our youth led the congregation in a meaningful Sunday service in March. Over the summer, 
high school youth enjoyed a week at Montreat, and the middle school youth went on a mission 
trip to St. Simons Island. The youth participated in feeding the guests at Hagar’s House on 
several occasions. They shared in worship leadership throughout the year. The two groups 
meet each Sunday evening for fellowship and study.  

Working collaboratively with Adult Education, both Sunday school programs participated in 
multigenerational events such as Easter, Education Celebration, and the Advent Festival. We 
worked together to provide a training event for volunteers in August and to recognize all the 
volunteers in May during morning worship. 

Six youth participated in the confirmation process and became members in May. A new group 
of youth is beginning their journey of reflection and growth as they consider the meaning of 
membership in the coming year. 

The parenting group has found a creative path for mutual learning, socializing, and support. 
Each Sunday morning they meet for discussion about faith and parenting. Each quarter they 
gather for a time of fellowship.  

We look forward to 2020 as we continue to dream, serve, and grow this ministry. The 
willingness of the members of our congregation to share their faith, time and ideas with our 
children and youth greatly enriches all we do. The children and youth will continue to lead in 
worship and community ministry. We look forward to the gifts all members of the 
congregation share with the younger ones among us as we fulfill our baptismal promises.  

Marion Reeves, Chair 

 

EDUCATION COUNCIL 
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Community Ministries 

The goal of NDPC’s Community Ministries is to “Serve Christ through serving the 
community needs, replacing hunger and homelessness with hope”. Guided by Mathew 25, 
NDPC met this goal with over $23,000 in donations to partners and in serving 
our neighbors. Here are a few examples: 

Feed the Hungry 

• New oven for Hagar’s House, a shelter run by Decatur Cooperative 
Ministry (DCM) 

• Dinners, lunch snacks, and fellowship at DCM’s Hagar’s House 

• Cereal donations for Decatur Area Emergency Assistance Ministry 
(DEAM) food pantry 

Invite the Stranger In 

• Safe and warm homes for two families through DCM 

• A warming shelter for homeless through a Home of Everyone in 
DeKalb 

• Transport, snacks, and tutoring for children at Shalom International 
Ministry (SIM) and Inspire 

• 25 SIM youth to Montreat Youth Conference 

• Over 150 Christmas Angel Tree gifts for children whose families live in housing provided by 
the Initiative for Affordable Housing (IAH) 

• Prevented loss of utility services for at least 15 homes through DEAM. 
Provide Clothing 

• School uniforms and school supplies for 28 children living in IAH housing 

• Clean laundry bi-weekly for homeless members of Mercy Community Church 

• Duffel bags of clothing and supplies for detainees released from Stewart Detection Center. 
Befriend the Prisoner 

• Hosting families of detainees at El Refugio Hospitality House in Lumpkin, Georgia 

• Weekly and monthly visits with detainees at Stewart Detection Center 

• Supporting immigrants and asylum seekers through El Refugio’s post-release program and the 
New Sanctuary Movement of Atlanta. 

We extend our deep gratitude to the NDPC community for a year of generous giving, and to the 
Community Ministry committee for their dedication: Susan Cornutt, Linda Davis, Ashley Kane, Dee 
Raeside, Jason Schoenberg, and Charlotte Stone-Black.  

Volunteers Needed 

• Serve at El Refugio Hospitality House. Contact: Charlotte Stone-Black, stone.charlotte@gmail.com 

• Stay overnight at the warming shelter now located at Decatur First United Methodist. Contact 
Annie Godfrey, agodfrey555@gmail.com  

• Coordinate meeting logistics for the Coalition for a Diverse DeKalb and Coalition for a 
Diverse Decatur - advocates for affordable housing. Meetings at NDPC on second Tuesday 
6:30 - 8:00 pm. Contact Annie Godfrey, agodfrey555@gmail.com 

Nancy Gathany, Chair 

MISSION AND SOCIAL CONCERNS COUNCIL 

For I was hungry 
and you gave me 
something to eat, I 
was thirsty and you 
gave me something to 
drink, I was a 
stranger and you 
invited me in, I need-
ed clothes and you 
clothed me, I was 
sick and you looked 
after me, I was in 
prison and you came 
to visit me. 

Mathew 25:35-36 
(NIV) 
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Global Mission 

This year began a time of remembrance, reflection, re-evaluation and re-commitment to our 
global ministries. Our newest initiative established the Genia Cayce Memorial Micro-Loan 
Fund. Through the generous giving of Genia’s family and friends, we have raised over $34,000 
to invest in Working Capital for Community Needs, an organization that creates access to 
microfinance services to improve the lives of the working poor in Latin America. 

The Haiti EcoVillage School Partnership started the school year with 340 students through 
the 8th grade. The Flavors of Haiti Fundraiser and our annual budgeted amount raised enough 
money to meet our obligation for the year, leaving us with two more years of commitment. 
Debby Miller led an incredible effort by partnering with two other churches to raise $4,200 for 
much needed books. Unfortunately, due to political unrest, the school had to shut down for a 
limited time and our fall mission trip was canceled. We are planning a trip this Spring. 

In Guatemala, we continued our partnership with CEDEPCA and Casa Materna Ana Sayre to 
support education and direct services to improve women’s maternal health. Due to a housing 
crisis, Casa Materna had to shut down. However, because the local community valued this 
vision so highly, they began to provide these services on their own.  

We advocated for Palestine/Israel through our support for Presbyterian Mission Co-worker 
Doug Dicks as Associate for Ecumenical Partnerships in Jerusalem. We continued our 
involvement with Joining Hands for Justice in Palestine/Israel by hosting events that advocate 
for justice in Palestine. We followed and supported Katie Archibald-Woodward’s work, 
“Children of Bethlehem”, and we are interested in developing an ongoing and more in-depth 
relationship with people and organizations in Palestine. 

Our partnership in Madagascar came to a close when Jan Heckler had to return home due to 
a disability and end her term as Presbyterian Mission Co-worker. We are grateful for her service 
and we pray for her full recovery. 

The Alternative Gift Market, featuring 29 vendors, had another record-breaking year bringing 
in over $39,000.  

Many thanks to our committee members: Fran Adams, Les Boyd, Mary Elizabeth 
Etheridge, David Evans, Gordon French, Bailey Green, Theresa Johnson, Bob Leslie, Judy 
Moore, Lee Nichols, Anne Sayre and Ginnie Stevens. If you would like to participate, please 
email globalmission@ndpc.org. 

Deedee Murphy, Chair 

MISSION AND SOCIAL CONCERNS COUNCIL 
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Affordable Housing Workgroup 

In 2019 the Affordable Housing Workgroup merged with two outside groups, Coalition for a 
Diverse Decatur and Coalition for a Diverse DeKalb, in order to be more efficient. NDPC has 
hosted monthly meetings of the groups which focused in 2019 on education of its members 
and communicating our priorities to our elected officials. In DeKalb County we used a letter 
writing, email and phone call campaign to persuade the commissioners to increase the stated 
goal in the HUD Consolidated Plan from 400 to 600 units of affordable housing to be built in 
the next five years. In Decatur we met with all of the city commissioners to discuss priorities 
for affordable housing within the city. We also wrote emails and letters to the newly appointed 
Affordable Housing Task Force to thank them for their service to the city. We are looking 
forward to working with City of Decatur officials to implement the recommendations of the 
Task Force whose report will be released early this year. We welcome new members to the 
group to bolster our advocacy efforts: email agodfrey555@gmail.com. 

Annie Godfrey, Chair 

Peace and Justice  

The Peace & Justice Committee explored and advocated for the priority issues for 2018-19 
adopted August 5, 2018: sex trafficking, gun violence, human rights, immigration and refugees, 
mental health, nuclear weapons, torture, peacemaking and reconciliation, interfaith dialogue, 
criminal justice and racial justice. We formed work groups to educate our congregation and 
advocate for justice in each of these areas. 

These initiatives are ambitious in scope. We collaborated with other organizations and NDPC 
committees in addressing them. Many of them overlap. For example sex trafficking also 
involves homelessness, mental health, criminal justice, and human rights. The P & J Committee 
supported the work of Street Grace, which employs strategies to keep children from becoming 
involved in the sex trade. All of the nine P & J issues identified are shared with Presbyterians 
for a Better Georgia (PBG), of which NDPC is a member organization. Members of the P & J 
Committee participated in PBG by communicating with members of the congregation who 
expressed an interest in legislation pending in Georgia’s State Legislature so that they could 
contact their own legislators. We educated the congregation and participated in advocacy 
training at Central Presbyterian Church, then crossed the street to attend the state legislative 
session and speak with legislators about our concerns. 

The Peace & Justice Committee continued to investigate new ways to work toward a decrease 
in gun violence in our state and nation. The Craftivism Group is exploring new ways of 
expression in addition to reading the names of Georgia Victims of gun violence each month, 
and they have repurposed the memorial that was outside the sanctuary.  

MISSION AND SOCIAL CONCERNS COUNCIL 
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NDPC participated in the Atlanta Pride event in October as tangible evidence of our advocacy 
for human rights. The P & J Committee has worked with the Atlanta Sanctuary Movement to 
advocate for those seeking sanctuary while proceeding with requirements for citizenship. To 
further underscore our advocacy for Immigration and Refugee issues we supported the work of 
the Southern Center for Human Rights, Interfaith Children’s Movement, International Refugee 
Committee and Memorial Drive Ministries. Wealso supported the work of the National Alliance 
on Mental Illness (NAMI). We are planning an educational event on mental illness for 2020. 

Torture is a moral issue that P & J addressed by advocating for an end to solitary confinement in 
our prisons. We made a modest monetary contribution to the Presbyterian Church USA’s 
National Religious Campaign Against Torture. This concern also includes mental health and 
criminal justice issues. Through our support of the work of WAND (Women for Action in New 
Directions) P & J advocated for an end to the nuclear arms race and a halt to research toward 
putting nuclear weapons in outer space. We advocated for peacemaking, reconciliation and 
interfaith dialogue by providing scholarship funds for youth who attend the Peacebuilders Camp. 

We worked for criminal justice reform and racial justice through our support of Southern Center 
for Human Rights and Presbyterians for a Better Georgia. 

We are very grateful for the work of Peace & Justice Committee members Audra Grace, Bobbie 
Wrenn Banks, Anna Kershaw, Thom Schreck, Elizabeth Monyelle, Jean Wright, Ellen Gadberry, 
Linda Curry, Tim Merritt, Kent Leslie, Chet McQuaide and Susan Diffenderfer. To join us 
please email peaceandjustice@ndpc.org. 

Carol Tveit, Chair 

 

 

 

Worship Committee 

The Worship Committee works to facilitate and enhance the congregation’s worship of God. 
Each week, we recruit about 15 volunteers to assist with Sunday worship. We can always use 
more, so if you’re interested in helping out, please contact worship@ndpc.org. 

Highlights of the Committee’s activities in 2019 include:  
• Organized ushers for 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. services and special services.  
• Recruited liturgists and Word in Worship leaders for 11:00 a.m. services.  
• Coordinated communion stewards and servers for approved communion dates.  
• Scheduled acolytes and order supplies.  
• With Liturgical Arts, decorated sanctuary for Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, Easter, 

Pentecost, World Communion Sunday and the theme of Covenant.  

MISSION AND SOCIAL CONCERNS COUNCIL 
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• Participated in organizing special services during Lent and Advent.  
• Secured volunteers to provide flowers for Sunday morning worship.  
• Encouraged variety in worship through services led by youth and lay leaders.  
• Continued our Change for Change offering. Half of the loose change offering is donated to 

a specified mission each month.  
• NDPC received a Vital Worship grant by the Calvin Institute of Christian Worship with 

funds provided by the Lilly Endowment, Inc. This has enabled our “God’s Creative Story” 
project. This is creating opportunities for members, through the Liturgical Arts Group, to 
develop their artistic expression in worship.  (See page 18.).  

Great appreciation goes to those who participated in the work of the committee this year: 
Ellyn Cochran, Susan Diffenderfer, Ellen Gadberry, Cindy Hays, Alice Hickcox, Marcia Morley, 
Cheryl Parlato, Marie Schoeneberg, and Martha Shepherd. To join our team email 
worship@ndpc.org. 

Janet Jasper, Chair 

Music Committee 

Why do we have music at NDPC? The answer may seem obvious, but it’s good to take a step 
back now and then and ask ourselves about the importance of things we may take for granted. 
One reason music is a part of our life together at NDPC is that human beings have been making 
music since before memory can recall – drumming, strumming, calling to one another across 
canyons. Music is part of what it means to be human. It engages our spirits. It plumbs the depths 
of mystery. It wrings sorrow out of the soul. It lifts our joys to greater heights. Music enriches our 
faith beyond the power of words alone.  

The Music Committee is a group of individuals who value the rich heritage of music at NDPC. 
We explore what this congregation finds meaningful by asking, What are our favorites? What 
should we do more of? What can we do better? What new things should we try? To that end we 
are at work on a strategic plan that will identify the ways we hope to further develop our program. 
We will involve you in the conversation, too. Look for the upcoming survey. 

2019 Highlights: 

Christmas on Medlock Concert with APO  

This was the fifth year of a joint Christmas/Holiday Concert with the Atlanta Philharmonic 
Orchestra. Attendance has been standing-room-only nearly every year. This year we had 368 
guests! We received $2105 in donations, half of which will go to scholarships for Lanta Gras, a 
non-profit organization building community through music, as designated by Community 
Ministries. This was the first year the Children’s Choir (with the addition of a few middle 
schoolers) participated in the concert, much to everyone’s delight.   

W O R S H I P  C O U N C I L  
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Children’s Choir 

The Children’s Choir had consistent attendance of 12 children through 2019. They participated in 
worship eight times, including Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday. They sang jointly with the 
Balcony Choir three times and participated in NDPC’s annual Christmas Concert with APO in 
December.  

Our Balcony Choir grew by six members, bringing the total number of voices to thirty four. We 
are ABOVE national average for choir enrollment for a congregation our size! 

Rick Neale and Clint Miller, Co-Chairs 
 

God’s Creative Story 

As a congregation, the people of NDPC have been yearning toward deeper biblical, liturgical, 
visual and creativity literacy in both corporate worship and individual spiritual development. To 
address these needs we applied for and received a grant from the Calvin Institute of Christian 
Worship, Grand Rapids, Michigan, with funds provided by the Lilly Endowment, Inc. This grant 
enabled the launch of God’s Creative Story.  

A lot is happening! We outfitted the Studio Classroom. Our Artistry of the Bible Sunday school 
class meets weekly. We created a banner for narthex for Ordinary Time and installed a rainbow in 
sanctuary. We hosted guest speaker Victoria Emily Jones, who taught us some of the secrets of 
“gazing as a spiritual practice.” We began bi-weekly Liturgical Arts Group gatherings which have 
produced beautiful illuminated Advent banners and this year’s Advent wreath. 

We are looking forward to meeting with Karla Kincannon in February to learn about “Creativity 
and Divine Surprise.” Later this spring we will delve into the visual medium of photography as 
liturgical media art guided by research and lessons from Eileen Crowley, author of Liturgical Art 
for a Media Culture. You can follow our progress at ndpc.org/story and ndpc.org/bible.  

Relationships can be both challenged and deepened through collaborative co-creation, and we 
believe that this sustained focus on establishing a stronger theological foundation for our work 
will strengthen our identity and confidence as a creative, participatory worshiping community. 

Ellen Gadberry, Grant Administrator 

W O R S H I P  C O U N C I L  
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Stewardship   

Our theme for the 2019 stewardship season was “Being in Covenant with God Through the 
Giving of Ourselves”, reminding us all that we make individual and communal covenants with 
God, promising to use God’s gifts for God’s work in the world. For the 2020 giving year, all 
gave very generously of their money, time and talents – each of us a ray of light in God’s 
rainbow. 

Our Time and Talent submissions increased this year, which will help provide more 
volunteers, energy, and talent to do all we want to do. 

Our monetary pledges increased more than 9%, which is tremendous! With these gifts, NDPC 
will be able to increase: 

• Personnel leadership and hours to better guide us, support us and challenge us 

• Worship and Music engagement and leadership to enhance our communal gatherings to 
learn, grow, rejoice, and support one another 

• Education offerings for our children, youth and adults to learn more about Christ’s 
teachings and how we can be Christ’s light in the world 

• Community Life opportunities to have fun with and be in support of each other 

• Administration and Communications effectiveness to ensure we are all actively engaged 
and running our operations smoothly 

• Property improvements and enhancements, including our houses that are used for 
transitional housing, to give us and visitors a safe and beautiful place to gather 

• Community Ministries to help those in need who are our immediate neighbors and 
Global Missions to help those who are our far-away neighbors 

• Peace and Justice to bring God’s peace into our hurting world 

• Creation Care opportunities for better sustainability of this world God gave us 

• Denominational Support to scale our gifts with our Presbyterian sisters and brothers. 

If you have not yet made your 2020 pledge or completed your Time and Talent sheet, please 
call the office at 404.636.1429 and ask for copies of the forms. 

In the coming year, we will live out our covenants made with God and learn how we can 
continue to give generously now and through our legacies. To join our team, please email 
stewardship@ndpc.org. 

Jill Jacques, Chair 

F I N A N C E  C O U N C I L  
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Finance Committee 
 
Although our 2019 numbers are not yet finalized, our projections show that NDPC will end the 
year with pledge receipts 4% below budget and non-pledge receipts 15.1% above budget. The 
69.7% increase in rent helped and the resulting combined revenue is $13,822 (1.9%) below the 
2019 budget. 

Overall, our expenses have come in under our budgeted revenues by 3.5%, reflecting spending of 
$25,531 below the 2019 budget. We anticipate ending the year without a budget surplus. 

For 2020, the budgeted Revenues will increase by 13.97% to $828,855. Budgeted benevolences, 
though they will increase by 30.8% from 2019, as a percentage of total budget they will decrease 
from 10.8% to 10.4%.  

Many thanks to the 2019 finance committee: David Evans, Anna Kershaw, Jack Kittle, Roberta 
Goldbaugh, JW Balsley, Virginia Legener, Wendy Cromwell, Jarvis Ellis, Sallie Owens, Fran 
Mohr,  Mike Johnson, and Louis Gay. 

Please see our proposed 2020 Budget on the next page. 

Gabriel Ramirez, Chair 
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God Is Calling Us to New Places 
 

Our Vision Poem 

God gathered a community of the faithful 
From the neighborhood 
And planted a church at the intersection of life and faith. 
 

Inspired by the worship of God, 
Rooted in Christian Education, 
Shaped by reaching out in ministry and mission, 
 

We followed God’s lead to form a church: 

− a Sanctuary where we praise God in wonder, awe and love, 
− a home where we are nurtured by the word, 
− a haven where music lifts our souls and renews our spirits, 
− a safe space for all God’s children to learn, to question and to grow 
− a place to rest, to be comforted, and to celebrate 
− a community striving to discern and respond to God’s call for our lives. 
 

God calls us 

− to welcome all who would join our journey of faith and service, 
− to keep the promises we make at baptism, 
− to share our blessings in joyful communion, 
− to reach out to those among us and to those we do not know, 
− to be unafraid to go to risky places in love, with hope, 
− to witness to the love of Christ by serving our neighbors in need, 
− to work for justice and be peacemakers in a chaotic world. 
 

God is calling us to new places in faith and mission, 
And to ministries not yet imagined. 
 

We seek to follow Jesus Christ, Empowered by the Holy Spirit, 
Emboldened by the love of God. 
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NDPC Church Staff 
 

 
 

David T. Lewicki, Co-Pastor; Beth C. Waltemath, Co-Pastor  
Mary Anona Stoops, Pastor for Older Adult Formation 

Clinton P. Miller, Director of  Music  
Erin Reed Cooper, Director of  Children, Youth and Families 

Rob Schoonover, Ministry Fellow 
Nancy Weitnaur, Operations Coordinator 

Iyabo Onipede, Communications Coordinator  
Zaria Dyer, Nursery Caregiver; Zik Da, Extended Care Staff   

Javier Sanchez, Custodian 
 

+ + + 
 

611 Medlock Road, Decatur GA 30033 
Phone: 404-636-1429 Fax: 404-636-6605 

www.ndpc.org  


