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North Decatur Presbyterian Church is called by God to be a community of faith and worship,  

dedicated to Christian education and nurture so that we may go into the world to serve,  
work for peace and justice and share God’s love with all people. 

 
611 Medlock Road, Decatur, GA 30033 

www.ndpc.org 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
October 18, 2020 

20th Sunday after Pentecost 
11:00AM 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

PREPARATION & ADORATION 
 
WELCOME SONG                                                                                       PUER NOBIS NASCITUR 

O Splendor of God’s Glory Bright 
Michael Morgan, piano 

Soprano: Miffy Grayson, Anne Strickland; Alto: Julia Glickstein, Marion Reeves 
 

WELCOME                                                                                 Erin Reed Cooper 
 
CENTERING PRAYER   Beth Waltemath 
 

Child, I knew you before you were you 
When you were a dream of your parents, when you were energy seeking a cell to begin 

formation, I was the dream weaver stringing you together in the imaginations of those 
who would welcome you.  
I knit you together in your mother’s womb.  
I imprinted you on your father’s heart.  
 

I have searched you and known you. Why do you hide? 
Why do you doubt your thoughts? Why do you guard your heart? 
Why do you undermine your body? Why do you guard your heart? 
What is known in every cell of your being is the way love encounters rejection. 
But your spirit knows love flowing through love.  
 

Child, I knew beauty and truth were in you. 
Beauty is the curve of your hands opening a jar or resting on a shoulder. 
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Truth is the sound of your voice early in the morning or right before bedtime. 
Beauty is the toughness of your bare feet on uneven ground. 
Truth is the rage in your ribcage when you let injustice speak louder than the other voices in 

the room. 
Beauty is the sight of the top of your head as it changes over the years. I have counted every 

hair on your head and blessed every passing thought. 
Truth is the lilt in your heart when you hear the sparrow’s song or the closing hymn. 
 

Child, the end is so far ahead, it is already behind you 
Do not fear. I am already with you there just as I was with you in the beginning. 
 

The most beautiful part of you is where you are headed.  
Your bone, your blood, your flesh, your work, your thoughts, your pain, your joy, 
I know all of them. All of you belongs here. All of you begins and ends in my love.  

 
 

In the silence, receive the love of God that is God’s gift to you. Place your hand on your heart 
and feel the assurance that God’s blessing finds you where you are on this day. 
 

ASSURANCE OF GRACE        Psalm 139, Luke 12:7  
 

God has searched and known you. God knit you together in your mother’s womb. Wherever 
you go, Divine Love is there.  

“Indeed, the very hairs of your head are all numbered. Don't be afraid; you are worth more 
than many sparrows.” 

You are forgiven, loved and free. Amen.  
 
PASSING THE PEACE 
 

During the Passing of the Peace, share a sign of peace with others in your home and greet others 
who are worshiping online by writing messages in the comment/chat section. 

 
*GRATEFUL RESPONSE                                                                                        GLORY TO GOD 

“Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me” 
 

Glory to God whose goodness shines on me. 
And to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me 
And to the Spirit, whose love has set me free 

 As was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen. 
World without end, without end, Amen (3x) 

As was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen. 
 
 

PROCLAMATION 
  
SCRIPTURE READING Matthew 22: 15-22 
 

The Word of God for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
SERMON          Taxes (and other matters of life and death) Rev. David Lewicki 
 

DEDICATION 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                              Chet McQuaide 
 

Our Father [Mother] in heaven, hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
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Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For yours is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP AND CALL FOR OFFERING                             
 

Today’s stewardship message is from Elder Janet Jasper, chair of NDPC’s Worship team.  
 

Our Change 4 Change offering this week goes to the Haiti EcoVillage School Partnership 
of which NDPC is a founding member. Please see this video to learn more about how we are 
supporting the EcoVillages this year. Text 'NDPC C4C $20 (or any amount)' to 73256 to give 
to give to Change for Change.  

 

Members who’ve made a 2020 pledge are encouraged to give through automatic payment 
arranged through their bank or to send a check by mail. Visitors and those giving outside a 
pledge, are encouraged to mail checks to NDPC, 611 Medlock Rd, Decatur, GA 30033, donate 
through Paypal at www.ndpc.org or Text ‘NDPC $20’ (or any amount) to 73256 to give to 
the church’s general fund.  

 
To make a pledge for 2021, go to the giving page on ndpc.org. 

 
OFFERTORY                                                           SCHUMANN                                  
  

We Give Thee but Thine Own 
Michael Morgan, piano 

Soprano: Gillian Hollis, Anne Strickland; Alto: Alice Hickcox, Julia Glickstein;  
Tenor: Rick Neale; Bass: Woody Hickcox, Scott Pieper 

 
CHARGE AND BENEDICTION         
 
POSTLUDE                                                                                                      Cindy Berry, arr. 

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 
Michael Morgan, piano 

 
NOTES ON WORSHIP TODAY: 
 
Music Credits:  
 

O Splendor of God’s Glory Bright. Text Ambrose of Milan, c. 374; trans. composite. Music: Trier 
ms,. 15th cent.; adapt. Michael Praetorius, 1609 
 
Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me. Text Adap. © 2008 Paul M. Vasile. Music © 2008 
Paul M. Vasile; Piano: Clint Miller; Tambourine: Jill Jacques; Vocals: Sarah Zimbardi, Anne 
Strickland, Ellie Fletcher, Julia Glickstein, Annie Godfrey, Rick Neale, Kip Duchon 
 
We Give Thee but Thine Own. Text: William Walsham How, c. 1858. Music: Mason and Webb's 
Cantica Laudis, 1850.  
 
Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-719269. 
 
Video Editor: Tim Merritt 

 
WELCOME VISITORS! 
 

We’re happy and honored that you’ve joined us online today! We hope you will join us in person 
when we resume in-person worship later in 2020. 
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People come from many backgrounds, traditions, and cultures to worship at NDPC. We invite 
you to use the language, whether for God or persons, that is authentic and inspiring to you. 
 
FOR YOUR INFORMATION: 
 
 

If you would like to donate flowers, volunteer to serve as an usher or liturgist, or submit 
comments or suggestions about worship, please email worship@ndpc.org. 
 

Recent sermons are available for online listening at http://ndpc.org/worship/sermon-
podcasts. 
 
 

CONTACT NDPC: 
 

The NPDC Office is closed. All members and visitors must alert staff when you plan to be on 
campus.  
Office Phone: 404-636-1429; Office Email: office@ndpc.org 
 

Pastoral Care: 
Revs. David Lewicki and Beth Waltemath are co-pastors of North Decatur Presbyterian 
Church. Beth or David are available to meet with any person seeking pastoral care or 
conversation. To schedule an appointment, contact them directly by email or by phoning the 
church office. David Lewicki (david@ndpc.org); Beth Waltemath (beth@ndpc.org) 
 

Rev. Mary Anona Stoops is available to visit with senior adults at church or at your home. To 
schedule an appointment, contact her by phone in the church office or by email: 
maryanona@ndpc.org 
 

For urgent needs, call the co-pastors’ emergency cell phone: 
404-981-NDPC (6372). 


