
                                     
 

North Decatur Presbyterian Church is called by God to be a community of faith and worship,  
dedicated to Christian education and nurture so that we may go into the world to serve,  

work for peace and justice and share God’s love with all people. 
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____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
April 10, 2020 
Good Friday 

7:00PM 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
WELCOME                                                                                                    Rev. David Lewicki 
  

You are invited to put a lit candle next to you as you worship tonight. 
 
1st Reading                    Rev. Beth Waltemath 
A reading from Matthew’s gospel, chapter 26: 
 

[Jesus] went away and prayed…. And once more he came and found them sleeping, for their 
eyes were very heavy; and they did not know what to say to him. He came a third time and 
said to them, ‘Are you still sleeping and taking your rest? Enough! The hour has come; the 
Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. Get up, let us be going. See, my betrayer is 
at hand.’  
 

While Jesus was still in the garden, Judas arrived; with him was a large crowd with swords 
and clubs, from the chief priests and the elders of the people. Now the betrayer had given 
them a sign, saying, “The one I will kiss is the man; arrest him.” At once he came up to Jesus 
and said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” and kissed him. Jesus said to him, “Friend, do what you are 
here to do.” Then they came and laid hands on Jesus and arrested him.  
 

Suddenly, one of those with Jesus put his hand on his sword, drew it, and struck the servant 
of the high priest, cutting off his ear. Then Jesus said to him, “Put your sword back into its 
place; for all who take the sword will perish by the sword. At that hour Jesus said to the 
crowds, “Have you come out with swords and clubs to arrest me as though I were a bandit? 
Day after day I sat in the temple teaching, and you did not arrest me. But all this has taken 
place, so that the scriptures of the prophets may be fulfilled.”  



 

Then all the disciples deserted him and fled. 
 
PRAYER   
 

One:   We are called to stay awake,  
to watch over those who trust us with their care.  

All:   But we curl up and go to sleep. Our spirit is willing,  
but our flesh is weak. Jesus Christ, have mercy on me. 

 
SILENCE                                         
 
RESPONSE                 STAY WITH ME 

“Stay With Me” 
 

 
 

X 
 
 
2nd Reading               Rev. Mary Anona Stoops 
A reading from Matthew’s gospel, chapter 26: 
 

Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard [of the high priest, where they had taken 
Jesus]. A servant-girl came to him and said, “You also were with Jesus the Galilean.” But 
Peter denied it before all of them, saying, “I do not know what you are talking about.” When he 
went out to the porch, another servant-girl saw him, and she said to the bystanders, “This 
man was with Jesus of Nazareth.” Again he denied it, saying, “I swear I do not know the man.” 
After a little while some bystanders came up and said to Peter, “Certainly you are also one of 
them, for your accent betrays you.” Then he began to curse, and he swore an oath, “By God, I 
do not know the man!”  
 

At that moment the cock crowed. Then Peter remembered what Jesus had said: “Before the 
cock crows, you will deny me three times.”  
 

And he went out and wept bitterly. 
 
 
 
 



PRAYER 
 

One:   Our love for one another has conditions.  
All:   We consider love’s cost to us, and we decide “it is not worth the risk.” Jesus 

Christ, have mercy on me. 
 
SILENCE  
 
RESPONSE                                                                                                         Johann Crüger 

“Ah, Holy Jesus“ 
Thea Mistretta and Miffy Grayson, violin 

 

 
 

X 
 
 
3rd Reading            Rob Schoonover, Ministry Fellow 
A reading from John’s gospel, chapter 18: 
 

Early in the morning, the leaders took Jesus to Pilate’s headquarters.  
So Pilate went out to them and said, ‘What accusation do you bring against this man?’ They 
answered, ‘If this man were not a criminal, we would not have handed him over to you.’ Pilate 
said to them, ‘Take him yourselves and judge him.’ The chief priests replied, ‘We are not 
permitted to put anyone to death.’ 
 

Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, ‘Are you the 
King of the Judeans?’ Jesus answered, ‘Do you ask this on your own, or did others tell you 
about me?’ Pilate replied, ‘I am not a Judean, am I? Your own nation and the chief priests 
have handed you over to me. What have you done?’ Jesus answered, ‘My kingdom is not from 
this world. If my kingdom were from this world, my followers would be fighting to keep me 
from being handed over. But as it is, my kingdom is not from here.’ Pilate asked him, ‘So you 
are a king?’ Jesus answered, ‘You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I 
came into the world: to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my 
voice.’ Pilate asked him, ‘What is truth?’ 

 

After he had said this, Pilate went out to Jesus’ accusers and told them, ‘I find no case against 
him. But you have a custom that I release a prisoner at the Passover. Do you want me to 
release for you this “King”?’ They shouted in reply, ‘Not this man! Release Barabbas!’ 
Barabbas was a bandit.  

 
PRAYER 
 

One:   Truth is not just a proposition to be believed; truth must also be lived in order to be 
true.  

All:   Each day, the truth is condemned to die as we fail to believe it and live it. Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on me. 

 
SILENCE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RESPONSE                                                                                                 DANS NOS OBSCURITÉS 
"Within Our Darkest Night” 

 

 

 
 
 

X 
 
 
4th Reading             Audra Grace, elder 
A reading from John’s gospel, chapter 19: 
 

Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. The soldiers pulled a crown of thorns onto his head, 
and they dressed him in a purple robe. They kept coming up to him, saying, ‘Hail, King of the 
Jews!’ and striking him on the face. Pilate entered his headquarters again and asked Jesus, 
‘Where are you from?’ But Jesus gave him no answer. Pilate therefore said to him, ‘Do you 
refuse to speak to me? Do you not know that I have the power to release you, and the power to 
crucify you?’ Jesus answered him, ‘You would have no power over me unless it had been given 
you from above.’  
 

When Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus outside and sat on the judge’s bench at a 
place called The Stone Pavement. Now it was the day of Preparation for the Passover; and it 
was about noon. He said to the people gathered, ‘Here is your King!’ They cried out, ‘Get rid of 
him!’ Pilate asked them, ‘Shall I crucify your King?’ Their leaders answered, ‘We have no king 
but the emperor.’ Then he gave him over to be crucified. 

 
PRAYER 
 

One:   We fear and worship violence.  
We given our consent that “might makes right.”  



All:    Our leaders hurt people in our name; we bless them with our consent. Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on me. 

 
SILENCE 
 
RESPONSE                                                                                                         WONDROUS LOVE 

“What Wondrous Love Is This” 
Debby Miller, flute 

 
 

X 
 
 
5th Reading                David Root, elder 
A reading from Mark’s gospel, chapter 15: 
 

They compelled a passer-by, who was coming in from the country, to carry Jesus’ cross; it was 
Simon of Cyrene. Then they brought him to the place called Golgotha (which means the place 
of a skull). And they offered him wine mixed with myrrh; but he did not take it. And they 
crucified him, and divided his clothes among them, casting lots to decide what each should 
take. 
 

The inscription of the charge against him read, “The King of the Jews.” And with him they 
crucified two bandits, one on his right and one on his left.  

 
PRAYER 
 

One:   What love this is, to bear another’s burden. Yet we also find that it is easier to watch 
someone carry another’s cross than to offer to carry one ourselves.  

All:   By taking the easy path, we die, too. Jesus Christ, have mercy on me. 
 
SILENCE 
 
RESPONSE                                                                                                       PASSION CHORALE 

“O Sacred Head, Now Wounded” 
Thea Mistretta and Miffy Grayson, violin 

  
 
 

X 
 
6th Reading                 Jill Jacques, elder 
A reading from Luke’s gospel, chapter 23: 
 

Jesus was led along with two criminals to be crucified. When they came to the Place of the 
Skull, as it was called, they crucified him there and the criminals as well, one on his right and 
the other on this left. Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” 
 

One of the criminals hanging in the crucifixion blasphemed him, “Aren’t you the Messiah? 
Then save yourself and us.” But the other one rebuked him, “Have you no fear of God, seeing 
you are under the same sentence? We deserve it, after all. We are only paying the price for 
what we have done, but this man has done nothing wrong.” He then said, “Jesus remember 
me when you enter upon your reign.” And Jesus replied, “I assure you, this day you will be 
with me in paradise.” 

 
 
 



PRAYER 
 

One:  In every generation, including ours, innocent men, women, and children become the 
broken and unremembered victims of tyranny and sin.  

All:   Jesus, you remember them all. Jesus Christ, remember me. Have mercy on me. 
 
SILENCE 
 
RESPONSE                                                           REMEMBER ME 

“Jesus, Remember Me” 
 

 
 
 

X 
 
 
7th Reading                          Rev. Erin Reed Cooper 
A reading from John’s gospel, chapter 19: 
 

Near the cross of Jesus there stood his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, 
and Mary Magdalene. Seeing his mother there with the disciple whom he loved, Jesus said to 
his mother, “Woman, there is your son.” In turn he said to the disciple, “There is your 
mother.” From that hour onward, the disciple took her into his care.  
 

Those who passed by derided him, shaking their heads and saying, “Aha! You who would 
destroy the temple and build it in three days, save yourself, and come down from the cross!” 
In the same way the chief priests, along with the scribes, were also mocking him among 
themselves and saying, “He saved others; he cannot save himself. Let the Messiah, the King of 
Israel, come down from the cross now, so that we may see and believe.” Those who were 
crucified with him also taunted him. 

 
PRAYER   
 

One:   Oh, God, if only we could save ourselves, we would. 
All:   We cannot save ourselves. Jesus Christ, have mercy on me. 

 
SILENCE 
 



RESPONSE                                                                                                             Dan Schutte                        
“Behold the Wood” 

 

 
 

Rick Neale, soloist 
 
 

X 
 
 
8th Reading                               Rev. David Lewicki 
The Death of Jesus 
 

When it was noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. At three 
o’clock Jesus cried out with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” which means, “My God, 
my God, why have you forsaken me?” When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, 
“Listen, he is calling for Elijah.” And someone ran, filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on a 
stick, and gave it to him to drink, saying, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to take 
him down.”  
 

The curtain in the sanctuary was torn in two. Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Father, into 
your hands I commend my spirit.”  
 

Then Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his last.  
 
 

Extinguish your candle now. 
 
 
SILENCE 
 
RESPONSE                                                                                       African American Spiritual 

“Were You There”  
Rick Neale, soloist 

 
 

Silence is kept. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



NOTES ON WORSHIP TODAY: 
 

Music Credits:  
Stay With Me: Text © 1984 Les Presses de Taizé (admin. GIA Publications, Inc.)Music © 1984 Les Presses de Taizé 
(admin. GIA Publications, Inc.) 
 
Within Our Darkest Night: Text © 1991 Les Presses de Taizé (admin. GIA Publications, Inc.) Music © 1991 Les Presses 
de Taizé(admin. GIA Publications, Inc.) 
 
Jesus, Remember Me: Music © 1981 Les Presses de Taizé (admin. GIA Publications, Inc.) 
 
Behold the Wood: Text: Based on John 12:24, 32, 15:13; Good Friday Liturgy. Text and music © 1976, OCP. All rights 
reserved.  
All music reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-719269. All rights reserved. 

 
WELCOME VISITORS! 
 

We’re happy and honored that you’ve joined us online today! 
 
 

People come from many backgrounds, traditions, and cultures to worship at NDPC.  We invite 
you to use the language, whether for God or persons, that is authentic and inspiring to you. 
 
FOR YOUR INFORMATION: 
 
 

If you would like to donate flowers, volunteer to serve as an usher or liturgist, or submit 
comments or suggestions about worship, please email worship@ndpc.org. 
 

Recent sermons are available for online listening at http://ndpc.org/worship/sermon-
podcasts. 
 
 
 

CONTACT NDPC: 
 

The NPDC Office is closed at this time.  
Office Phone: 404-636-1429; Office Email: office@ndpc.org 
 

Pastoral Care: 
Revs. David Lewicki and Beth Waltemath are co-pastors of North Decatur Presbyterian 
Church. Beth or David are available to meet with any person seeking pastoral care or 
conversation. To schedule an appointment, contact them directly by email or by phoning the 
church office. David Lewicki (david@ndpc.org); Beth Waltemath (beth@ndpc.org) 
 

Rev. Mary Anona Stoops is available to visit with senior adults at church or at your home. To 
schedule an appointment, contact her by phone in the church office or by email: 
maryanona@ndpc.org 
 

For urgent needs, call the co-pastors’ emergency cell phone: 
404-981-NDPC (6372). 


