
 
North Decatur Presbyterian Church is called by God to be a community of 
faith and worship, dedicated to Christian education and nurture so that we 
may go into the world to serve, work for peace and justice, and share God’s 
love with all people. 
 

611 Medlock Road, Decatur, GA 30033 
www.ndpc.org 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
EASTERTIDE 
April 12, 2026  

11:00 AM 
 

An * means we rise together in body or spirit; bold text words are spoken in unison. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

PREPARATION & ADORATION 
 

GATHERING SONG Breathe on Me, Breath of God Glory to God #286  
 
REMEMBERING THE VICTIMS OF WAR 
 
CHIMES & SILENCE We enter God’s presence in silence. 
 
* CALL TO WORSHIP  Rick Neale, liturgist
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
We may not have seen the risen Christ with our own eyes, 
But we see Christ in the life of every person guided by grace. 
We may not have seen Jesus face-to-face, 
But we see Jesus in the face 
of every one whose love helps chase away our fear. 
We may not have touched the wounds in Christ’s hands, 
But we tend to the wounds of one another 
and the power of the resurrection lives in us! 

 
* OPENING SONG Come, Christians, Join to Sing Glory to God #267 

 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS                

 

Visitors are invited to leave your name and contact information by signing the Welcome Pad. 
 

MEDITATION 
 

Cloud-puffball, torn tufts, tossed pillows | flaunt forth, then chevy on an air-  
Built thoroughfare: heaven-roysterers, in gay-gangs | they throng; they glitter in marches.  
Down roughcast, down dazzling whitewash, | wherever an elm arches,  
Shivelights and shadowtackle ín long | lashes lace, lance, and pair.  
Delightfully the bright wind boisterous | ropes, wrestles, beats earth bare  
Of yestertempest's creases; | in pool and rut peel parches  
Squandering ooze to squeezed | dough, crust, dust; stanches, starches  
Squadroned masks and manmarks | treadmire toil there  



 
 

 

Footfretted in it. Million-fuelèd, | nature's bonfire burns on.  
But quench her bonniest, dearest | to her, her clearest-selvèd spark  
Man, how fast his firedint, | his mark on mind, is gone!  
Both are in an unfathomable, all is in an enormous dark  
Drowned. O pity and indig | nation! Manshape, that shone  
Sheer off, disseveral, a star, | death blots black out; nor mark  
                            Is any of him at all so stark  
But vastness blurs and time | beats level. Enough! the Resurrection,  
A heart's-clarion! Away grief's gasping, | joyless days, dejection.  
                            Across my foundering deck shone  
A beacon, an eternal beam. | Flesh fade, and mortal trash  
Fall to the residuary worm; | world's wildfire, leave but ash:  
                            In a flash, at a trumpet crash,  
I am all at once what Christ is, | since he was what I am, and  
This Jack, joke, poor potsherd, | patch, matchwood, immortal diamond,  
                            Is immortal diamond. 

 
- That Nature is a Heraclitean Fire and of the comfort of the Resurrection, by Gerard Manley Hopkins: 

Poems and Prose (Penguin Classics, 1985) 
REFLECTION ON THE MEDITATION 
 
* ASSURANCE OF GRACE  
 

Christ comes into every shadowed corner of our lives  
with the light of Easter.  
Christ comes into the locked rooms of our faults,  
and gifts us with grace and hope.  
Christ comes, to fill us with peace, 
that we may proclaim the good news of mercy 
and forgiveness. 
Christ has come to us. Amen. 

 
*GRATEFUL RESPONSE Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me Glory to God #582 
 
* PASSING THE PEACE  
  

Share a sign of peace by learning “Peace be with you” in American Sign Language; or, if you choose, 
shake hands or offer a warm embrace to the Beloveds of God who are seated near you.  
 

Children 4 yrs. through 2nd grade are invited to leave now with leaders for our child-centered Worship 
& Wonder time; they may be picked up in the Worship & Wonder room after service. Children may also 
remain with their family; they may use our worship bags located in the Narthex or go out at any time to 
visit the Children’s Corner in the narthex to find a quiet activity. 

 
PROCLAMATION 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  
 
SCRIPTURE John 20:19-31 
 
SERMON  Rev. David Lewicki 
 
  



 
 

 

DEDICATION
 

ANTHEM  Set Me As a Seal   René Clausen  
NDPC Community Choir 

 

Set me as a seal upon your heart, 
as a seal upon your arm, 

for love is strong as death. 
Many waters cannot quench love; 
neither can the floods drown it. 

(Song of Songs 8:6-7) 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER Min-Jae Cho  
 
INVITATION TO FOLLOW JESUS                                                       
                             

April Change-for-Change contributions support Memorial Drive Ministries, Inc. (MDM). Located only five 
miles from North Decatur, MDM provides safe, affordable, and welcoming space for numerous 
nonprofits, worshipping communities, and community groups that serve the diverse, predominantly 
refugee population in the greater-Clarkston area. Learn more about Memorial Drive Ministries and its 
onsite partners at mdmATL.org. 
 

To give by text, text ‘NDPC C4C’ $20 (or any amount) to 73256. You may also use the 
QR Code. Scan the code, enter the amount of your gift, and in the dropdown menu called 
“Fund,” find “Change for Change.” To give cash, leave an offering in the plate on your 
way out today. Thank you for supporting the healing of the world in the name of God. 

 
* CLOSING SONG Christ Is Alive! Glory to God #246 
 
* CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 
POSTLUDE                  Christ Arose   Robert Lowry  

 
*** 

 
  



 
 

NOTES ON WORSHIP TODAY: 
 

Today’s Images in Worship: Morning Diamonds, by Martijn Roos, flickr: creative commons. Doubting 
Thomas (1970's), by Michael Smither, St. Joseph's Church, New Plymouth, NZ 

Today’s flowers are provided by ?. 
Music & Lyrics are printed/streamed under ONE LICENSE #A-719269 and CCLI #21115205 & 
21115212; CCS PERFORMmusic & WORSHIPcast License #14957 
Livestream and video are produced by NDPC volunteers. If you would like to help with our weekly 
audio and video production, come up to the balcony and introduce yourself to the team. 
 

WELCOME, VISITORS 
 

We’re happy you’ve joined us! It takes courage to show up at a new church. Introduce yourself to those 
around you as you feel comfortable. If you share your email address in the red Welcome Pad, we will 
send you the weekly NDPC e-newsletter. Learn more about NDPC at www.ndpc.org. We come from 
different backgrounds, traditions, and cultures to worship, so please use language and pronouns for 
God and for yourself that are authentic to you. After worship, the pastors would love to meet you in 
person. Ready to become a member of NDPC? Email: engagement@ndpc.org. 
 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION: 
 

Children are welcome in worship at NDPC. The nursery, located off the hallway just outside the 
sanctuary door, is open for kids 0-3. For PreK – 2nd grade, Worship & Wonder is our child-centered 
worship; kids are led by an adult to the W&W room right after the passing of the peace and are picked 
up there by parents after worship. Kids who remain with their adult for worship are free to move 
around in the narthex where there are child-friendly quiet activities in the Children’s Corner that can 
be enjoyed there as you listen to worship or taken back to your seat. The presence of children in 
worship at NDPC is a gift, never a disruption. 
 

Would a large print hymnal, magnifying glass, or hearing assist device help you worship? Ask 
an usher and they will gladly assist you. Let us know how we can make worship accessible for you.  
 

If you would like to volunteer to serve as an usher or liturgist, donate flowers, or share comments 
about worship, email worship@ndpc.org. 
 

Videos of previous worship services are available at ndpc.org. Subscribe to our sermon podcast 
through any major podcasting service. 
 

Revs. David Lewicki and Mary Anona Stoops are available to meet for pastoral care. Pastoral care is 
confidential and can be held in-person or virtually. Email david@ndpc.org or maryanona@ndpc.org. 
 
NDPC STAFF 
Rev. David Lewicki, Pastor 
Rev. Mary Anona Stoops, Pastor  
Kristin Hicks, Children, Youth, & Family Ministry 
Huu Mai, Music Director 
Mahsheed Khawary, Office Administrator 

Javier Sanchez, Custodian 
Jerel Jefferson, Music Fellow 
Carolyn Mielke, Music Fellow 
Min-Jae Cho, Ministry Fellow 

 

CONTACT NDPC: Office Phone: 404-636-1429; Office Email: office@ndpc.org 


