
 
North Decatur Presbyterian Church is called by God to be a community of 
faith and worship, dedicated to Christian education and nurture so that we 
may go into the world to serve, work for peace and justice, and share God’s 
love with all people. 
 

611 Medlock Road, Decatur, GA 30033 
www.ndpc.org 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
ORDINARY TIME 

June 28, 2026  
10:00 AM 

 

An * means we rise together in body or spirit; bold text words are spoken in unison. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
PREPARATION & ADORATION 

 

PRELUDE Anthem B. Andersson, T. Rice, B. Ulvaeus 
 

No man, no madness, though their sad power may prevail, 
can possess, conquer my country's heart, they rise to fail. 

She is eternal long before nation's lines were drawn.  
When no flags flew, when no armies stood, my land was born. 

       

And you ask me why I love her through wars, death and despair. 
She is the constant, we who don't care. 

And you wonder, will I leave her -- but how? 
I cross over borders but I'm still there now. 

       

How can I leave her? Where would I start? 
Let man's petty nations tear themselves apart. 
My land's only borders lie around my heart. 

 
* CALL TO WORSHIP  -from Psalm 96; Fran Mohr, liturgist
 

O sing to the Lord a new song; 
sing to the Lord, all the earth. 
Declare God’s glory among the nations; 
tell all the people of God’s marvelous works.  
Say among the nations: The Lord is sovereign! 
God will judge the peoples with equity.  

 
* OPENING SONG From All that Dwell Below the Skies Glory to God #327  

 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS                

 

Visitors are invited to leave your name and contact information by signing the Welcome Pad. 
 

MEDITATION -  
 

The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen united States of America, When in the Course of 
human events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political bands which have 
connected them with another, and to assume among the powers of the earth, the separate and 
equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature's God entitle them, a decent respect to the 
opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel them to the 
separation. 
 



 
 

 

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by 
their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of 
Happiness.--That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just 
powers from the consent of the governed, --That whenever any Form of Government becomes 
destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new 
Government, laying its foundation on such principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to 
them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness.  
 

-the beginning of the Declaration of Independence, ratified on July 4, 1776 
 
Amendment I to the United States Constitution 
 

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to 
assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances. 
 

-ratified by ¾ of the state legislatures on December 15, 1791 
 
I am waiting for my case to come up    
and I am waiting 
for a rebirth of wonder 
and I am waiting for someone 
to really discover America 
and wail 
and I am waiting    
for the discovery 
of a new symbolic western frontier    
and I am waiting    
for the American Eagle 
to really spread its wings 
and straighten up and fly right 
and I am waiting 
for the Age of Anxiety 
to drop dead 
and I am waiting 
for the war to be fought 
which will make the world safe 
for anarchy 
and I am waiting 
for the final withering away 
of all governments 
and I am perpetually awaiting 
a rebirth of wonder 
 

I am waiting for the Second Coming    
and I am waiting 
for a religious revival 
to sweep thru the state of Arizona    
and I am waiting 
for the Grapes of Wrath to be stored    
and I am waiting 

for them to prove 
that God is really American 
and I am waiting 
to see God on television 
piped onto church altars 
if only they can find    
the right channel    
to tune in on 
and I am waiting 
for the Last Supper to be served again 
with a strange new appetizer 
and I am perpetually awaiting 
a rebirth of wonder 
 

I am waiting for my number to be called 
and I am waiting 
for the Salvation Army to take over 
and I am waiting 
for the meek to be blessed 
and inherit the earth    
without taxes 
and I am waiting 
for forests and animals 
to reclaim the earth as theirs 
and I am waiting 
for a way to be devised 
to destroy all nationalisms 
without killing anybody 
and I am waiting 
for linnets and planets to fall like rain 
and I am waiting for lovers and weepers 
to lie down together again 
in a new rebirth of wonder 

 

-from “I Am Waiting,” by Lawrence Ferlinghetti, from A Coney Island of the Mind. © 1958 
 

RESPONSE TO THE MEDITATION 



 
 

 

 
* ASSURANCE OF GRACE  

 

You are the light of the world! 
Freedom is our gift: we receive it fully; 
Justice is our purpose: we enact it rightly; 
Peace is our hope: we pursue it faithfully; 
Life is our calling: we live it fully. 
God is faithful to us, today and every day! Amen. 

 
*GRATEFUL RESPONSE Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me Glory to God #582  

 
* PASSING THE PEACE  
  

Share a sign of peace by learning “Peace be with you” in American Sign Language; or, if you choose, 
shake hands or offer a warm embrace to the Beloveds of God who are seated near you.  
 

Children 4 yrs. through 2nd grade are invited to leave now with leaders for our child-centered 
reflection time; they may be picked up on the playground after service. Children may also remain with 
their family; they may use our worship bags located in the Narthex or go out at any time to visit the 
Children’s Corner in the narthex to find a quiet activity. 

 
PROCLAMATION 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  
 

SCRIPTURE  
 

 
SERMON  The Sermon I Need to Hear: Rev. David Lewicki 

Love of God and Love of Nation 
 

DEDICATION
 

ANTHEM  Dona nobis pacem 
NDPC Summer Singers & Congregation

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER   
 

Our [Divine Parent] in heaven, holy is your name, your kin-dom come, your will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 
who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For yours is the kin-
dom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO FOLLOW JESUS                                                       
                             

Change-for-Change contributions in June support Decatur Cooperative Ministries. DCM’s mission is to 
support families facing homelessness settle into safe, stable homes and build healthy lives.  
 

To give by text, text ‘NDPC C4C’ $20 (or any amount) to 73256. You may also use the 
QR Code. Scan the code, enter the amount of your gift, and in the dropdown menu called 
“Fund,” find “Change for Change.” To give cash, leave an offering in the plate on your 
way out today. Thank you for supporting the healing of the world in the name of God. 

 
* CLOSING SONG This Is My Song  Glory to God #340  

 
* CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

 



 
 

POSTLUDE                  O God, Show Mercy to Us   G. Holst  
 

*** 
NOTES ON WORSHIP TODAY: 
 

Today’s Images in Worship: The Four Freedoms: Freedom of Worship. Original version by Norman 
Rockwell, The Saturday Evening Post, 1943. Updated version by Tim O’Brien, commissioned by the 
Smithsonian, 2018. 

Today’s Flowers are given by Fran Mohr in gratitude for the North Decatur family. 
Music & Lyrics are printed/streamed under ONE LICENSE #A-719269 and CCLI #21115205 & 

21115212; CCS PERFORMmusic & WORSHIPcast License #14957 
Livestream and video are produced by NDPC volunteers. If you would like to help with our weekly 
audio and video production, come up to the balcony and introduce yourself to the team. 
 

WELCOME, VISITORS 
 

We’re happy you’ve joined us! It takes courage to show up at a new church. Introduce yourself to those 
around you as you feel comfortable. If you share your email address in the red Welcome Pad, we will 
send you the weekly NDPC e-newsletter. Learn more about NDPC at www.ndpc.org. We come from 
different backgrounds, traditions, and cultures to worship, so please use language and pronouns for 
God and for yourself that are authentic to you. After worship, the pastors would love to meet you in 
person. Curious about becoming a member of NDPC? Send an email to engagement@ndpc.org. 
 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION: 
 

Children are welcome in worship at NDPC. The nursery, located off the hallway just outside the 
sanctuary, is open for ages 0-3. Kids PreK-2nd grade are welcome to go to the kids’ gathering after the 
passing of the peace or remain with their families in worship. The presence of children here is a gift, 
never a disruption. Questions about kids and families at NDPC? Email kristin@ndpc.org. 
 

Would a large print hymnal, magnifying glass, or hearing assist device help you worship? Ask 
an usher and they will gladly assist you. Let us know how we can make worship accessible for you.  
 

If you would like to volunteer to serve as an usher or liturgist, donate flowers, or share comments 
about worship, email worship@ndpc.org. 
 

Videos of previous worship services are available at ndpc.org. Subscribe to our sermon podcast 
through any major podcasting service. 
 

Revs. David Lewicki and Mary Anona Stoops are available to meet for pastoral care. Pastoral care is 
confidential and can be held in-person or virtually. Email david@ndpc.org or maryanona@ndpc.org. 
 

NDPC STAFF 
Rev. David Lewicki, Pastor 
Rev. Mary Anona Stoops, Pastor  
Kristin Hicks, Children, Youth, & Family Ministry 
Huu Mai, Music Director 

Mahsheed Khawary, Office Administrator 
Javier Sanchez, Custodian 
Carolyn Mielke, Music Fellow 

 

CONTACT NDPC: Office Phone: (404) 636-1429; Office Email: office@ndpc.org 


